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Welcome to Isle of Man 
Heritage Open Days 2024 

Welcome to our 15th anniversary ‘Heritage Open Days’ programme, 
marking the largest free-admission heritage festival proudly celebrating 
the Isle of Man’s diverse cultural history. 

These special events offer exclusive opportunities to engage with Manx culture, 
community, arts and history at venues across the Island. This popular festival 
flourishes thanks to the support of the organisations, individuals and groups who 
kindly provide public access to buildings and locations, many of which are not 
ordinarily open to the public. 

As hosts, Manx National Heritage funds and co-ordinates this popular annual 
event which brings together public, private and charitable sectors, with significant 
contributions from individuals and volunteers who generously deliver a programme 
of behind-the-scenes tours, talks, insights and walks - showcasing our heritage and 
sharing their immense knowledge and enthusiasm with a community with a passion 
for our places, history and culture.

Our 2024 programme introduces new places to visit in addition to firm favourites. 
You may choose to meet the Bishops in the west; renovate a tholtan in the south; 
uncover detectorists’ finds of 1000 years in the north; or sample a local brew in 
working cellars in the east.

If Georgian buildings are of interest you can visit the once official residence of 
the Lieutenant Governor. Maritime enthusiasts can hear extraordinary stories of 
200 years of the RNLI or explore maritime themes featured in the Isle of Man Arts 
Council Modern and Contemporary Art Loan Collection. Railway enthusiasts can 
choose between Steam and Electric Railway workshop tours. There’s the sound of 
the Wurlitzer, the splendour of the Gaiety and the horticultural secrets of the nursery 
keeping Douglas in bloom to enjoy. To help reach your daily step target there are 
enlightening outdoor guided walks and themed tours to experience.

Manx National Heritage curators have intriguing stories to share. Learn how an 
old bird and historic natural history collections are vital in helping us preserve our 
Island’s wildlife. The ever-popular tour of our large object store at Balthane gives an 
insight to our social history and this year can also be enjoyed in the Manx language; 
or discover more about the vibrant history of the TT races and the innovations 
involved in the creation of the Manx Museum’s TT Gallery.  

You will find folklore, a watermill, ice age and Vikings, a ship burial, a medieval 
pilgrimage, the origins of Tynwald and so much more in the 2024 Festival 
programme. Be inspired by our Island’s abundant heritage and culture and see first-
hand the relevance of the past and how we have evolved as a nation.

Heritage Open Days events are free for all to enjoy and we extend our thanks as 
always to our knowledgeable and expert contributors, people who share our passion 
for heritage and culture and who give their time freely to create this much-loved 
annual event. We also thank our many visitors for your support and involvement. 

We look forward to welcoming you to the 2024 Manx National Heritage Open 
Days Festival.

Connie Lovel 
Chief Executive, Manx National Heritage



For more information
Visit our website to view our programme of events at  
manxnationalheritage.im/whats-on/detail/heritage-open-days-2024

How to book
Bookings open on Thursday 19th September at 12pm via Eventbrite  
www.eventbrite.com/cc/isle-of-man-heritage-open-days-2024-3571259 
we recommend you book early to avoid disappointment.

If your preferred event is fully booked please follow the instructions to join the waitlist 
via Eventbrite. You will be advised if any tickets become available on a first come first 
served basis. 

You will receive confirmation for your reservation plus any further information or 
updates via the email address you registered at the time of booking. Please remember 
to check your spam folder too. If you have booked tickets and can no longer attend 
please cancel by following the instructions on your ticket confirmation email. Please be 
aware that numbers for events are limited and there are other visitors who would love 
to go in your place. The sooner you make your cancellation the sooner we can reassign 
your ticket. 

For additional assistance booking tickets or further information about the events, please 
contact Heritage Open Days Enquiries where you can leave a message for follow up 
within one working day. 

Telephone +44 (0) 1624 648091 or email: heritageopendays@mnh.im 

Thank you for booking and we look forward to seeing you at Heritage Open Days 2024.

Manx cat fishing in Douglas bay, 1950



Helpful Information

Participants take part in Isle of Man Heritage Open Days at their own risk. 
Many events take place in historic buildings with uneven floor surfaces or in the 
countryside. For additional assistance deciding if an event is suitable for your needs 
please phone the Heritage Open Days enquiry line on +44 (0) 1624 648091 or 
email: heritageopendays@mnh.im 

Outdoor Events 
For outdoor events please look for this icon.

Guided Tours 
Please note that our guided tours usually involve standing and/or walking 
some distance. To help you decide which events might suit you best, we have 
highlighted guided walks that involve walking some considerable distance or 
over rough terrain. For all walking tours please wear sensible footwear and 
appropriate clothing. Bring snacks and water if required. 

Accessibility 
Events indicated with this symbol have been assessed as fully accessible 
for participants using wheelchairs or mobility aids. Other events and tours 
may be partially accessible or accessible with assistance. Please note not all 
participating venues have accessible toilets.

Dogs 
Unless specified with this symbol, only registered assistance dogs are 
permitted at Heritage Open Days events.  

Open House 
The Open House icon indicates that there is no need to book for this event 
and guests can arrive without the need for a reservation within times listed. 

Young Children 
Most of our events are suitable for families with primary aged children or 
those with a passion for history. We have highlighted certain events that we 
feel are suitable for families with younger children.

Donations 
All events are free to attend with donations to Manx National Heritage 
welcome. You will find donation points at most events or you can scan the 
QR code on the back of the programme to donate directly. 
Thank you for your support. Every penny you spend with us today is greatly 
appreciated and helps to protect our heritage for future generations.



Explore the Isle of Man’s maritime heritageExplore the Isle of Man’s maritime heritage
and the 200th anniversary of the RNLIand the 200th anniversary of the RNLI

Isle of Man Registered Charity No 603

House of Manannan
17 February 2024 - 26 January 2025
Free entry - Donations welcome



  Events in the North Oct 
4

Oct 
5

Oct 
6

Oct 
11

Oct 
12

Oct 
13

1 Knock-e-Dhooney - Ice Age to the Vikings   

2 1,000 Years at Smeale Farm 

3 The Manx Northern Railway Exhibition   

4 Storms, Stones and Stories:  
Medieval Pilgrimage to Kirk Maughold   

5 Footprints in Time at Ballaugh Old Church   

6 Port Cornaa - A History & Folklore Tour 
with Culture Vannin 

  Events in the South Oct 
4

Oct 
5

Oct 
6

Oct 
11

Oct 
12

Oct 
13

7 Milner - The Man and the Tower  

8 Guided Tour of Golden Meadow Mill  

9 Behind the Scenes at the Manx National Heritage 
Large Object Store 

10 Turrys Ghaelgagh mygeayrt 
Stoyr ny Reddyn Mooarey 

11 Guided Tour of King William’s College 

12 Guided Tour of Lorne House 

13 Rollage ny Twoaie (Renovating a Tholtan)  

Events at a glance
Milner Tower on Bradda Head, Port Erin by David James 1893



  Events in the East Oct 
4

Oct 
5

Oct 
6

Oct 
11

Oct 
12

Oct 
13

14 Behind the Scenes Tour of Tynwald  

15 Guided Tour of the Manx National Heritage 
Art Store 

16 Behind the Scenes at the Public Record Office   

17 Grand Designs - 
A Century of Visions for the Isle of Man   

18 Souls of the Sea -  
Isle of Man Arts Council Loan Collection 

19 ‘Can an old bird help the biodiversity crisis?’  
with Manx National Heritage  

20 Guided Tour of Ballaughton Nursery  

21 Guided Tour of the Gaiety Theatre 

22 Explore Molly Corrooin’s Cottage    

23 Explore the Isle of Man 
Family History Society Library  

24 Open House at the Gaiety Theatre 

25 Pub Walk and visit to Working Cellars 

26 Wurlitzer Organ at the Villa Arcade 

27 Living with the Wire -  
Tour of Onchan Civilian Internment Camp 

28 Behind the Doors at Douglas City Hall - 
Open House  

29 Guided Tour Behind the Doors Douglas City Hall 

30 Curating and Conserving the TT Gallery  
at the Manx Museum 

31 Conserving and Displaying the Peggy 

32 A Ramble in Braddan Cemetery 

33 Old Kirk Braddan - Buildings, Crosses and People 

34 Steam Railway Workshop Tour 

35 The Manx Electric Railway Workshop Tour  

36 Tour of Government House  



  Events in the West Oct 
4

Oct 
5

Oct 
6

Oct 
11

Oct 
12

Oct 
13

37 Guided Tour of the All at Sea Exhibition 
with Manx National Heritage  

38 Harvest Celebration with Heritage Exhibition and 
Harvest Home Thanksgiving Service at Dalby Church  

39 Transatlantic Slavery History Walk in Peel 

40 Meet the Bishops -  
A Tour of the Old Kirk Michael Churchyard  

41 Not just an hour on a Sunday...  
200 Years of Methodism in St John’s 

Gifts that keep on giving
Shopping with Manx National Heritage

Our wonderful range of products include handmade gifts, textiles, 
homeware, books and more, inspired by our beautiful Island. 

100% of our profits from your purchase supports our charity’s work.  

Can’t find what you’re looking for? 
Get gifts, books and prints delivered with the help of our online shop 

at manxnationalheritage.im



Join Manx National Heritage for

HOP TU NAA 2024

JOIN US FOR OCTOBER 
HALF TERM FUN

Hop Tu Naa celebrations
27 - 31 October 2024

Find out more at 
manxnationalheritage.im/whats-on

or visit our social media pages



Event details 

For full up-to-date information visit:  
manxnationalheritage.im/whats-on/detail/heritage-open-days-2024

1. Knock-e-Dhooney -  
Ice Age to the Vikings
Friday 4 October, 2pm 
Sunday 6 October, 2pm 
Saturday 12 October, 2pm 
Approx. 2 hours

Join Dave Martin, Manx National Heritage Vice-
Chairman, for a walk around parts of Knock-e-
Dhooney Farm. You will have the opportunity to 
look at the effects of glaciation, the keeill and the 
famous Viking ship burial.

2. 1,000 Years at Smeale Farm
Saturday 5 October, 2pm 
Approx. 1½ hours

Come and listen to the story of Smeale Farm  
based on the traditional buildings, family textiles, 
photos, documents and detectorists’ finds covering 
1,000 years.

3. The Manx Northern Railway 
Exhibition - Ballaugh Heritage Trust
Sunday 6 October, 11am - 4pm 
Sunday 13 October, 11am - 4pm

A chance to explore Ballaugh Heritage Trust’s 
exhibition which looks a little more closely at some 
of the people involved in the creation of the Manx 
Northern Railway which opened in 1879. The 
display examines the impact it had on the village 
of Ballaugh and gives the chance to have a skeet 
at the inside of the last remaining goods shed on 
the line. The exhibition will be held in the Railway 
Goods Shed, Station Road, Ballaugh. 

What3words/// stud.downriver.vibrate

4. Storms, Stones and Stories -  
Medieval Pilgrimage to 
Kirk Maughold
Sunday 6 October, 1pm & 3pm 
Saturday 12 October, 1pm & 3pm 
Sunday 13 October, 1pm & 3pm 
Approx. 1 hour

Join Dr Ian Faulds of Kirk Maughold and Historic 
Maughold for a tour of the monastery site and 
ancient cathedral, focusing on the Island’s 5th 
century patron saint, the lost ‘relic of Man’ and the 
growth of international pilgrimage to Maughold. 
Includes light refreshments.

5. Footprints in Time -  
Friends of Ballaugh Old Church
Friday 11 October, 10am - 3pm 
Saturday 12 October, 10am - 3pm  
Sunday 13 October, 10am - 3pm

Drop in to watch an evocative 30 minute film 
documenting some of the history of this ancient 
Manx Church. Discover details of its historic 
features, anecdotes from the past and some of 
the touching stories of the many people who have 
walked through the iconic gateposts. The film will 
play in a loop from 10am-3pm over the 3 days. 
Ballaugh Old Church, Ballaugh Cronk. 

What3words/// lashed.isolating.gerbils



6. Port Cornaa: A History & 
Folklore Tour - Culture Vannin
Saturday 12 October, 11am & 2pm 
Approx. 1½ hours 

Giants, explosions and a cable to the world! Join 
James Franklin of Culture Vannin for a tour of the 
surprising history and folklore of Port Cornaa. 
Expect mermaids, a tarroo ushtey and the Old 
Woman of the Spells alongside a pub, a tourist 
hot-spot and an explosives factory. NB: Please  
note there is no parking on site. Participants need 
to identify their own suitable parking locations and 
factor in sufficient walking time to the meeting 
point to enjoy the tour. 

7. Milner: The Man and the Tower - 
Rushen Heritage Trust
Friday 4 October, 10am - 4pm 
Saturday 5 October, 10am - 4pm

Visit Rushen Heritage Centre to explore their 
exhibition marking the 150th anniversary of 
the death of William Milner, the Sheffield-born 
philanthropist who did so much for his adopted 
home of Port Erin that the iconic tower on Bradda 
Head was built in his honour. This will be a revisit 
of an exhibition first staged in 2021 to mark the 
building of Milner Tower in 1871. Rushen Heritage 
Centre, 1 Bridson Street, Port Erin. 

What3words/// insertion.airports.absent

8. Guided Tour of  
Golden Meadow Mill
Saturday 5 October, 10am & 12.30pm 
Sunday 6 October, 10am & 12.30pm 
Approx. 45 minutes

Take a short guided walk around Castletown’s 
watermill. A fascinating historic building dating 
from 1816. It played an important role in the social 
and industrial life of the south of the Island for 
generations. Refreshments available afterwards. 

9. Behind the Scenes at the 
Manx National Heritage 
Large Object Store 
Saturday 12 October, 10.30am & 12pm 
Approx. 1 hour

Join Manx National Heritage Curators Katie King 
and Nicola Tooms on a guided tour around some 
of the larger social history objects in the national 
collection. From the Derby Castle muse to the 
Bonnie Lass, there are plenty of interesting stories 
to discover.

10. Turrys Ghaelgagh mygeayrt 
Stoyr ny Reddyn Mooarey Eiraght 
Ashoonagh Vannin
Behind the Scenes at the 
Manx National Heritage Large 
Object Store
Saturday 12 October, 12pm 
Approx. 1 hour

Tar-jee marish freilleyder Nicola Tooms son turrys 
mygeayrt reddyn mooarey t’ayns yn chaglym 
ashoonagh, goaill stiagh caair ta jeeaghyn 
feer chadjin agh va paart eck ayns shennaghys 
Manninagh as cretoor atçhimagh veih bleeantyn 
s’anmee yn boom turrysagh.

Join Manx National Heritage Curator Nicola Tooms 
on a guided tour in the Manx language around 
some of the larger social history objects in the 
national collection.

11. Guided Tour of 
King William’s College
Saturday 5 October, 2.30pm 
Approx. 2 hrs

Join Mike Hoy on a guided tour of King William’s 
College and the Chapel of St Thomas with tea in 
the Barrovian Hall. The tour will begin outside on 
the South Front playing fields and then take in the 
King’s Court, the Barrovian Hall, the libraries and 
the King’s Court Theatre. 



12. Guided Tour of Lorne House
Friday 11 October, 10am, 11.30am, 
1pm & 2.30pm 
Approx. I hour

A rare opportunity for a quick skeet into one of the 
Island’s most striking Georgian buildings, which 
was once the official residence of the Lieutenant 
Governor. Blue Badge Guide Helen Leigh will lead a 
tour both inside and outside the house highlighting 
its key features and history. 

13. Rollage ny Twoaie 
(Renovating a Tholtan) - 
Rushen Heritage Trust
Friday 11October, 10am - 4pm 
Saturday 12 October, 10am - 4pm

Visit Rushen Heritage Centre to explore their 
exhibition Rollage ny Twoaie (Renovating a 
Tholtan), which follows the adventures of local 
couple Katie Newton and Mark O’Meara who are 
renovating a tholtan on the Sloc, which dates from 
the early 18th century and which has been a ruin 
for 60 years. Rushen Heritage Centre, 
1 Bridson Street, Port Erin. 

What3words///insertion.airports.absent

14. Behind the Scenes  
Tour of Tynwald
Friday 4 October, 10am 
Friday 11 October, 10am 
Approx. 1½ hours

From Thingvöllr to Tynwald, your tour guide 
will explain how Tynwald has evolved and you 
will discover the unique history of the oldest 
continuous parliament in the world.

15. Guided Tour of the 
Manx National Heritage Art Store 
Friday 4 October, 10am, 11am & 1pm 
Approx. 45 mins

Join Manx National Heritage Curator Katie King 
on a guided tour of the Art Store at the Manx 
Museum. The tour will explore the art collection 
and focus on plans currently underway to curate 
the world’s largest Archibald Knox exhibition at the 
Manx Museum in 2025.  

16. Behind the Scenes at the 
Public Record Office
Friday 4 October, 10.30am & 2pm 
Friday 11 October, 10.30am & 2pm 
Saturday 5 October, 10.30am 
Approx. 1 hour

Join the team at the Public Record Office for a 
guided tour behind the scenes of a thriving archive 
to view highlights of our historic collections. 
The tour will also include time to explore Grand 
Designs: A Century of Visions for the Isle of Man, 
an exhibition which uses the archives to tell the 
story behind an array of Isle of Man landmarks. 
Refreshments available.

17. Public Record Office Exhibition - 
Grand Designs: A Century of Visions 
for the Isle of Man 
Friday 4 October, 10am - 4pm 
Friday 11 October, 10am - 4pm 
Saturday 5 October, 10am -1pm

Drop in to the Isle of Man Public Record Office’s 
latest exhibition, which uses archives to tell the 
story behind an array of Isle of Man landmarks. 
Find out too about the plans for creations which 
never came to pass! Refreshments available. Free 
parking at Unit 40A, Spring Valley Industrial Estate, 
Braddan, IM2 2QS. 

What3words/// pitch.aims.escape



18. Souls of the Sea - Isle of Man 
Arts Council Loan Collection
Friday 4 October, 11am & 2pm 
Approx. 1 hour

Join the Isle of Man Government’s Arts 
Development Team to explore some of the varied 
maritime themes featured in the Isle of Man Arts 
Council Modern and Contemporary Art Loan 
Collection. You will learn more about the artists 
featured and the history of the collection. 

19. ‘Can an old bird help 
the biodiversity crisis?’  
with Manx National Heritage
Friday 4 October, 11am 
Friday 11 October, 11am 
Approx. 1½ hours

What’s on display in the Natural History Gallery 
of the Manx Museum is only a small proportion of 
what we have in our collection. Join Manx National 
Heritage Curator Laura McCoy for a skeet in our 
cupboards and learn why historic collections are 
vital in helping us preserve our wildlife. 

20. Guided Tour of  
Ballaughton Nursery 
Saturday 5 October, 10am & 1pm 
Sunday 6 October, 10am & 1pm 
Approx. 2 hours

Join Douglas City Council’s Park Services team 
on a tour of their garden nursery. Visiting the 
greenhouses, poly tunnels and compost. Discover 
more about how Douglas is kept in bloom. 

21. Guided Tour of the Gaiety Theatre
Friday 4 October, 6.30pm 
Approx. 1½ hours

The Gaiety Theatre is the jewel in the Island’s 
crown of splendid Victorian buildings. Steeped 
in history and tradition, the Gaiety has endured 
many social and physical changes to survive and 
then undergo a historically correct restoration. It 
has become one of the finest remaining examples 
of a Frank Matcham designed theatre. The tour 
includes a trip under the stage in the amazing ‘trap 
house’, one of the Gaiety’s best-kept secrets, which 
displays the famous Corsican Trap, the only one of 
its kind in the world! 

22. Explore Molly Corrooin’s Cottage 
- Friends of Onchan’s Heritage
Saturday 5 October, 1.30pm - 4.30pm 
Sunday 6 October, 1.30pm - 4.30pm 
Saturday 12 October, 1.30pm - 4.30pm 
Sunday 13 October, 1.30pm - 4.30pm

Enjoy a visit to a 300 year old small traditional 
cottage near Onchan Parish Church which reflects 
19th century living. The last occupier was Molly 
Corrooin who lived here for 30 years. The cottage 
can be found in ‘the Butt’ on Church Road in the 
centre of Onchan Village. 

What3words/// dinner.payback.tiptoes

23. Explore the Isle of Man  
Family History Society Library 
Saturday 5 October, 2pm - 4pm 
Saturday 12 October, 2pm - 4pm

Call in to the Isle of Man Family History Society 
Library at the iMuseum on Kingswood Grove in 
Douglas to chat to our knowledgeable members, 
explore the resources and kickstart your family 
history research.  

What3words/// lost.rates.ready		



24. Open House 
at the Gaiety Theatre
Sunday 6 October, 2pm - 4pm

An opportunity to explore the beautiful Gaiety 
Theatre in Douglas at your own pace. Steeped in 
history and tradition, the Gaiety has endured many 
social and physical changes to survive and has 
undergone a historically correct restoration. It has 
become one of the finest remaining examples of 
a Frank Matcham designed theatre. 

What3words/// seat.labels.friday

25. Pub Walk and Visit to 
Working Cellars - Heron & Brearley 
Sunday 6 October, 2pm 
Approx 1½ hours 

Join John Cojeen from Heron and Brearley and 
Kevin Holmes, Okells Head Brewer, for a brief 
history of quayside pubs in the trading heart 
of early Douglas. Wet your whistle with a little 
of their local brew of pure perfection and visit 
working cellars including one from the mid-18th 
century! Participants must be aged 18 and over.

26. Wurlitzer Organ at the  
Villa Arcade
Sunday 6 October, 2pm - 4pm 

The Wurlitzer installed in the Villa Marina Arcade in 
Douglas is an outstanding and rare example of its 
type - a Mighty Wurlitzer. It is a sister instrument 
to the one originally installed in the famous Tower 
Ballroom, Blackpool for the legendary organist 
Reginald Dixon. Drop in to learn more about the 
Wurlitzer and listen to it in action.  

What3words/// holly.pops.wheels

27. Living with the Wire - Tour of 
Onchan Civilian Internment Camp
Friday 11 October, 2pm 
Approx. 1 hour

Join historian Yvonne Cresswell to discover more 
about how Jewish and political refugees fleeing 
Nazi persecution found themselves behind barbed 
wire on the Isle of Man in the summer of 1940. 
Find out what life was like and how they occupied 
themselves ‘living with the wire’ in requisitioned 
boarding houses and hotels in Onchan.

28. Behind the Doors at 
Douglas City Hall
Friday 11 October, 11am - 2pm 
Saturday 12 October, 11am - 2pm

The City Hall will be open to the public for a 
general walk around and explore. The letters 
patent recently conferred on the Council by 
Her Majesty Queen Camilla will be on display in 
the Council Chamber. Visitors can explore the 
Committee Room, Council Chamber and the 
Mayor’s Parlour.

What3words/// term.hulk.cheer

29. Douglas City Hall - 
Behind the Doors Tour
Saturday 12 October, 10am, 11am,  
12pm & 1pm  
Approx. 30 mins

Douglas City Council will be leading small tours 
around Douglas City Hall. These tours will go 
beyond the parts of the City Hall normally open 
to the public. The tour will cover the original fire 
station, drawing room, library, old caretakers flat 
and basement. 



30. Curating and Conserving the 
TT Gallery at the Manx Museum
Friday 11 October, 4pm 
Approx. 1 hour

Join Manx National Heritage Curator Matthew 
Richardson and Conservator Christopher Weeks 
to hear more about the fantastic artefacts on 
display in the Manx Museum’s TT Gallery and 
discover more about the vibrant history of the TT 
races on the Isle of Man. The talk and tour will 
provide insights into some of the challenges and 
innovations involved in getting the gallery’s objects 
ready for display.

31.Conserving and Displaying 
the Peggy, Braddan - 
Manx National Heritage
Saturday 12 October, 11am & 2pm 
Approx. 1 hour

A guided tour of the conservation facility of the  
Peggy, the world’s oldest schooner. Learn about 
her maker, Captain Quayle, and hear an update 
on her conservation story with Manx National 
Heritage Conservator Christopher Weeks.

32. A Ramble in Braddan Cemetery
Sunday 13 October, 2pm & 3.30pm  
Approx. 1 hour

Join Caroline McDonald for a walk and talk 
exploring Braddan Cemetery. The tour will begin 
in the Cemetery Chapel by tracing the history 
of the Hugh Baillie Scott window followed by a 
brief explanation of the ramble to be led by  
Sarah Kewley. 

33. Old Kirk Braddan:  
Buildings, Crosses and People
Sunday 13 October, 2.15pm & 3.15pm 
Approx. 45 mins

Old Kirk Braddan has been used for religious 
purposes since the earliest of times. Learn more 
about the history of this fascinating place with 
a talk in the church by Frank Cowin RBV, FRICS, 
followed by an opportunity to explore some of the 
significant burials in the graveyard. 

34. Steam Railway Workshop Tour
Saturday 5 October, 
10am, 11am, 12pm, 1pm & 2pm 
Approx. 45mins
Join Isle of Man Railway’s expert volunteers on 
a fascinating and insightful guided tour of the 
historic and much loved railway workshops, steam 
sheds and signal box. 

35. The Manx Electric Railway 
Workshop Tour
Sunday 6 October, 
11.15am, 12.15pm, 2.15pm & 3.15pm
Sunday 13 October, 
11.15am, 12.15pm, 2.15pm & 3.15pm 
Approx. 45 mins
An opportunity to visit the Derby Castle Yard 
workshops with Andrew Scarffe. Each tour will 
include a brief history of the Derby Castle Yard, a 
look at different types of trams, how they work 
and are maintained. Items of rolling stock not 
currently in use will be displayed in the depot and 
MER artefacts will be on display. In addition the 
Manx Electric Railway Museum at Derby Castle will 
be open all day.



36. Tour of Government House
Friday 4 October, 11am & 3pm 
Friday 11 October, 11am & 2pm 
Approx. 1 hour 
Join local historian Peter Kelly for a rare tour of 
the State Rooms of Government House as well as 
the Loch Library and below stairs. This is a unique 
opportunity to be guided through one of the 
Island’s most historically significant 18th Century 
properties. A visit to the magnificent gardens is 
available to ticket holders at the end.
Meeting Point: Front door of Government House, 
Onchan, Isle of Man, IM3 1RR
what3words/// rules.magnifying.irons

37. Guided Tour of the 
All at Sea Exhibition with 
Manx National Heritage
Friday 4 October, 10.30am & 2pm  
Friday 11 October, 10.30am & 2pm 
Approx. 1 hour 
A tour of the All at Sea exhibition at the House 
of Manannan with tales of shipwrecks and how 
they motivated Sir William Hillary to establish the 
RNLI. Join Manx National Heritage Curator Allison 
Fox to explore the background to the exhibition 
and to learn more about the extraordinary stories 
presented. 

38. Harvest Celebration with 
Heritage Exhibition and Harvest 
Home Thanksgiving Service at 
Dalby Church 
Saturday 5 October, 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Sunday 6 October, 10.30am - 8pm approx.  
(Harvest Home Thanksgiving Service at 6.30pm)
Welcome to Dalby Church and Community Hub 
which will be decorated for Harvest, with local 
heritage farming information in the schoolrooms 
and an exhibition in the Community Hub. Self-
service refreshments and homemade cakes 
available each day. Dalby Church is situated on the 
Dalby Road (A27). 
What3words/// platoons.cloud.hunk

39. Transatlantic Slavery History 
Walk in Peel
Saturday 5 October, 2pm 
Approx. 2½ hours 

Join Phil Craine for a guided walk around old Peel 
visiting locations associated with the transatlantic 
slave trade.  Learn how the Isle of Man played a 
significant role in supplying cargoes, ships, captains 
and mariners in the largest forced migration in 
human history. 

40. Meet the Bishops - A Tour of 
the Old Kirk Michael Churchyard
Saturday 5 October, 2pm 
Sunday 6 October, 2pm 
Approx. 1½ hours
A guided tour of the oldest section of Old Kirk 
Michael Churchyard, with churchwarden Mike 
Clague. It’s an ancient burial place, containing 
a small section of the chancel wall from the old 
church. We’ll be looking for Bishops, servants, 
farmers, clerks, joiners, a lighthouse keeper and 
many more, all with fascinating stories to share. 
A Viking spear and silver hoard were found here, 
along with many of the cross slabs that are now 
displayed inside the church. 

41. Not just an hour on a Sunday... 
200 Years of Methodism in St John’s
Sunday 13 October, 1.30pm - 5pm 
with a seated talk from 2pm   
Approx. 1 hour
Join historian Yvonne Cresswell to discover more 
about the different ways that St John’s Methodist 
Chapel has played a changing but important role in 
the life of the local community for over 200 years. 
There will be a display of chapel memorabilia, 
harvest festival decorations and refreshments. 
An illustrated talk will take place at 2pm in 
St John’s Methodist Church Hall. 

What3words/// frustrate.queens.asked 
(St John’s Methodist Church) 
/// purveyors.acorn.heavyweight 
(St John’s Methodist Church Hall)
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SUPPORT US
Manx Nati onal Heritage is an Isle of Man 
registered charity and looks aft er the Island’s 
most cherished places and spaces including 
historic buildings, landscapes, archives and 
museum collecti ons. 

Your support in volunteering, visiti ng, 
shopping, fundraising, donati ng or leaving a 
legacy to Manx Nati onal Heritage is greatly 
appreciated and helps protect our heritage 
for the benefi t of future generati ons.  

Thank you 
    for your support

See more at
manxnati onalheritage.im

Isle of Man charity no. 603




