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Accesgsuideto Cregneast& Meayll Circle

Manx National Heritage recognises that histqgmioperties can present difficulties for

people with disabilitiesWe have prepared an access gufdeCregneasto help you plan
your visit.This access guide doestrcontain personal opinions as to our suitability for those
with access needs, but aims to accuratdscribethe historic outdoor environment at the
site.

In Section &ou will findan access guide tihe Meayll Circle, a Neolithic chambered cairn

on the summit of Meayll Hill, near Cregneash Village. It is the most outstanding of the Manx
megaliths (stone monuments) and is an exceptional monument in the Isle of Man and also
within the British Isles.

Introduction

Cregneash Village is a living illustratiof a farming and crofting community in the®8nd

early 20" century. You will see small thatched cottages dotted around the village, plough
horses, Loaghtan sheep, shorthorn cows, pigs and ManxSiatsited in the south of Island

in the shadow of Mayll Hill and overlooking the Calf of Man, Cregneash Village was one of
the last strongholds of the Manx language and customs whiahacterised the traitional
crofting way of life. This picturesque village was the first open air folk museum in tiehBrit
Isles. The village now forms a centre for traditional farming practices and skills.

Exploreinside the original cottage®tfind out how the crofter lived through an engaging
experience that includes domestic skills and craft demonstrations as walthiass oftheir
rugged seksufficient lifestyles. Arip around Cregneash will reveal some indigenous Manx
animals breedsnfost famously thd.caghtan Shee@nd Manx Cagtand traditional farming
practices. Take some time to enjoy the ever changing seasuhsinique natural history.

Cregneastlis usuallyopen seasonally (from EasteOctober). Cregneadias an admission

fee and various concessions are availaBlerannual pass for Island residerasd holiday
passes can be purchased online prior to wigitlt is our policy that carers accompanying a
disabled visitor are admitted free of charge to all our sites. Please see our website for up
to-date information www.manxnationalheritage.iin

There is amall giftshop on site and &ea room.

We have an accessible toilet block in the Village. There are baby changing facilities in the
toilet block.

We look forward to welcoming you. by have any queries or requiessistance please
speak to the entrace team on arrival.

Alternatively to discuss your requirements prior to visiting pleasailenquiries@mnh.im
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1 Getting toCregneash

Cregneash is situated in thiar south of the Isle of Man. It is a small crofting village with

cottages that can be explodelt is an open air siteBuildings to explore includdarry

Kelly@ CottageCrebbin's CottageChurch Farid v dzA NIJN&IBegls O@tdyé far Manx

languageSt Peter's Churglthe W2 A Y SNID& 2 2 NJ 4 K2 ClredyySRegaYA 1 K& X |
Room

HarryY St f @Qa / 2GGF3S Ay [/ NB3IySIFakK =4

By car:

There is gubliccar parkPv dzt NNE / I NJ tCledgbdash Vlladghisi 2 dzi a A RS
approximately dive minute walk from the car park to Cregneash via public footpatte

route to the tiket office is dowra steep hill. Visitors using wheelchairs may require
assistance due to the steepness of the route.

There is a designated disabled parkspgce to the left of theicket officein the Village
itself. It has a grassed surface.

Cregneasi& Meayll Circl&ccess Guide2023



Manx National Heritage
Eiraght Ashoonagh Vannin

Cregneash Main Car PafRQuarry Car Park)

Cregneash Disabled Parking Space (grassed area)
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Route from Cregneash to Quarry Car Park (uneven with steep incline)

On foot:

Qegneash Village is in the fasigh of the Island and is at the top of Howe Road (from Port
St Mary)lt is 1.5 miles from Port St Mary to Cregneash Villgka similar distance from
Port Erin. Any route to Cregneash is via a steep hill.

By lus:

Cregneash can be accessed by bus from Port Erin Bus Statioauiiteyyjtime from
Douglas tdPort Erin isapproximately 60 minutes. It is then a 15 minute onward journey
from Port Erin to Cregneash on the No. 28. For more detailed information and timetable
please seevww.iombusandrail.infoThe bus is wheelchair @essibleTheCregneashbus

stop is 150 metres from the ticket office.

By mach:

Coach parking facilities are available at the main Quarry Car Park, signposted at Cregneash.
There is a two minute walk from the car park to Cregneash via public foot@adich

operators should make visitors aware in advance of their visit@ragneah is a living

village, with many buildings to explore. There are manyestio take around the village

and can be tiring for visitors with limited mobility.

Coach operatormay also drop visitors off outside the main village, but they must not park
their coaches in this area.
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Coach drop off point (NB: drop off point onkcoaches cannot park here)
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2  CregneaslArrival Point

Visitors wishing to explore Cregneash Villageuld make their way to theisitor centrein
the centre of the village. To explore inside the cottages visitors should have an entry ticket.

Gated entrance to the Cummal Bagsitor Centre
(94cmwide gateway

Entrance door way to Gumal Beg Visitor Catre
(60cmwide doorway)

Theentrance desks situated in Cummal Ba{sitor Centrelt has a level entrancathough
there is an uneven surface (see belowhe entrance way is 60cm wide.
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Cummal Beg also contaiagift shop and film room detailing the history of Cregneash.
There is also an exhibition room upstairs in Cummal Beg. It is accessed by 12 steps.

Entrance desk in Cummal B&fisitor Centre

The entrancaleskhas a medium height counter. Thereaisinduction hearing loop fitted.
Thedeskis staffed at all time, and odeam are happy to help.

All well behavediogson a short leadire welcoman the main Miageand a water bowl is
available aCummal BegAssistance dogs are also welcome inside Creginbaildings.

There are no cloak room facilities@mmal Begalthough bulky bags can be left at the
ticket officeif space allows.
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3 Accesdor Disabled Visitors

Cregneash Villagaffers a warm welcome to all.

Visitors with specific needs are welcerto contact Manx National Heritage in advance of
their visit and descriptive guided tours can be arrangealdiscuss your requirements
pleaseemailenquiries@mnh.im

Assistance dogs are welcome and a water boaValable alCummal Beg (the ticket
office).

Visitors who use Wheelchairs or have Limited Mobility

Cregneash is a living village and has many historic buildings to explore. Much of the village is
accessible to visitors usingheelchais and scootersand there are tarmacked roads and

paths throughout the village. There are also a number of cobbled paths leading to buildings
and farm tracks to explore. The village is not flat and there are a number of moderately

steep paths. There are seating areas arours ghe.

Many of the buildings to explore have narrow gateways and narrow doorways. To help
visitors the doorway widths to each public building and furtimformationis detailed
below:

Cregreash Buildingsto Explore

Cummal Begisitor Centre(right) & Ceg y Shee Tea Room (left)

10
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Cummal Beisitor Centre
Cobbledevel gateway to ticket office. Uneven floor surface with grass, mud and cobbles.
Gateway width 94cm

Visitor Centredoorwaywidth 60cm

Entrance to Conmal Beg Visitor Centre
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Creg y Bee Tea Rooms
10cm stepupto Tea Room

Alternative level entrancé Tea Room at the rear witthouble doors ljottom image.
Please ask staff if you would like to use the alternative entrance.
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| F NNB YStteqQa /20d4 3
Level entrance

Grass and slategph

62cmwide doorway

S

CowShed

Level entrance
Narrow grass and slate path
56cm wide doorway
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2 S gSNRa { KSR
Narrow slate path
Gateway 65cm wide with slight step

/I NBooAyQa /2G4l 3S
Slight stepped entrance through gate
Narrow grass and slate gat

66cm wide doorway
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Church Farm Yard
Cobbled and uneven groundfiarm yard

Church Farm Yard

Church Farm
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Church Farm

Grass, slate and cobbled path (uneven)
Door way to Church Farm 70cm wide, with a slight step

Doorway to Church Farm and Inter of Church Farm (showing sligkteps)

v dzA NJ Q@ardensfRcEdassible Toilet Block
Level, paved entrance
95cm gateway

vdZAN] Qa / NRFTG yR ! O0SaaArofsS ¢2AtSi
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Entrance to Quit Q& / NR T i
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(grassed, uneven, with small incline)
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{G tSGSNDa / KdzND
Level entrance.

87cm doorway width

Accessible toilet within.

i SND4&
W2AYSNRa 22N] aK2L) 9 {YAGKES

Cobbled, level entrance.
75cmwidth doorways.

W2 Ay SNDa
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Cregneash: Routes to Explore the Village

Path to Quarry Car Park
Grass and stone, uneven path leading from Cregneash to Quarry Car Park.
Steep incline.

Path to Quarry Car Park

Main Road through the Village
Tarmacked, slight inclinélso used by vehicles.

Main road through village

w2l R fSFRAY3I FTINRY U NBBIORNEAY $2fi&iQa / 2Gd4F 3S
Tarmacked road, with some grass and loose stolWkeslerate incline Also used by vehicles.
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w2FR fSIFRAY3 FTNRBY / NBooAyQa /244138

Road leading fronChurch Farmto v dzA NJ] Q& / NP F
Tarmacked roadvioderateincline.Also used by vehicles.

w2FR fSFRAY3I (G2 vdzZAN] Qa / NRTF
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Road leading fronthe Village to Spanish Head
Tarmacked roadSteepincline.Also used by vehicles.

Road leading from the Village to Spanish Head

Church Farm Trail
40 minute circular wik on rough footpathgrass/stones)Level route.

Farm Trail
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Visitors who are Blind, Partially Blind or have Sight Loss

Cregneash is a living village and has many historic buildings to expieran open air site.
There is noeat route to follow thiough the Wlage, so visitors are able to set their own pace
and follow their own interestsThere are tarmacked roads and paths throughout the village
¢ and caution should be exercised as vehicles also use these Mael® are also a number
of cobbledpaths leading to buildings and farm tracks to explore. The village is not flat and
there are a number of moderately steep paths.

A map is available from the Cummal Beg Visitor Centre and staff are happy to help visitors
orientate themselves before settingut to explore the village.

The lighting levels in all cottages is low.

A number of the cottages have staff demonstrating crafts and farming techniques. They are
very happy to chat to visitors about traditional skills and also the cottages themselves.

Visitors with specific needs are welcome to contact Manx National Heritage in advance of
their visit to request a descriptive guided touteBseemailenquiries@mnh.im

Assistance dogs are welcome and a water boaVlable at the ticket office, please ask.

Visitors who are Deaf or have Hearing Loss

There is d&earing induction loop at the entranaiesk

There is written interpretation in the visitor centre exhibition room.
There are no hearing loops in any of ttatages.

Visitors with specific needs are welcome to contact Manx National Heritage in advance of
their visit to request a descriptive guided touteBseemailenquiries@mnh.im

Assistance dogs are welcome and dawvdowl is available at the ticket office, please ask.

Visitors who have Learning or Sensory Difficulties

Cregneash Village is a wonderful place to exptongth historic cottages to visit, animals to
see and breathaking scenery to enjoy. There is s&t route to follow through the village,
S0 visitors are able to set their own pace and follow their own interests.

Visitors with specific needs are welcome to contact Manx National Heritage in advance of
their visit to request a descriptive guided tolHeaseemailenquiries@mnh.im

Assistance dogs are welcome and a water bowl is available at the ticket office, please ask.

24
Cregneasi& Meayll Circl&ccess Guide2023


mailto:enquiries@mnh.im
mailto:enquiries@mnh.im
mailto:enquiries@mnh.im

Manx National Heritage
Eiraght Ashoonagh Vannin

4 Young Children

Young children are very welcome @regneasland are encouraged to expi®and have fun.
Ournature explorer back packs are free for children to borrow from Cummal Beg Visitor
Centre. Why not hunt down a famous Manx Cat or meet a Loadbit@ep! You can even
have a go assome traditional crafts, look out for our demonstratowhio are always happy
to meet young adventurers.

Parents should note that all historic outdoor sites can be hazardous and children should be
supervised at all times. Please note that vehiells® use the main roads in thélage.

Cregneash Villagetke perfect place to enjoy a family picnic whilst taking in the
breathtaking views. We have benches positioned around the sites and bins for any rubbish.

All Manx National Heritage sitaesipports and welcomes breastfeeding mothers.

The site is accessibie buggies and prams, although please note the narrow doorways to
cottages in the mobility section of this guide.

There are babytmnging facilitesnd aO2 YT 2 NI F NBF 4 v dzA NJ] Q& / NP1
a warm and comfortable space for taking timeto

BusyBee Back Packs Loaghtan Sheep
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5 Toilets

CKSNBE Aa | G2AtS4G 0t201 Ay GKS @attr3as rad vd
unisexaccessible toilet and baby changing facilitiBlsere is also a standard unisex toilet in

this block.There are additional toilets at the Cummal Beg Visitor Cemthech areaccessed

by a number of steps.

vdzA Nl Qa / NBFdG ! O0SaaArofS ¢2AafSi

vdZAN] Qa / NBFG ! OO0SaaAroftsS ¢2Aaf S
Clearly marked unisex accessible toilet with outward opening dooshgellock. The toilet
door is lightveight Further details:

The width of the accessible toilet door is 90cm (2ft 11in).
There is a left lateral transfer space.

q There is a dropdown rail on the transfer side.

1 There arewall mounted rails

1 There is not a functicd emergency alarm available.

1 Disposal facilities are available in the cubicle.

1 Mirrors are placed at a lower level or at an angle for ease of use.
q The sink can be reached from seated on the toilet.

1 There is a lever mixer tap
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6 Cregy Shee Tea Room

Situded in the centre of the village is Creg y Shee Tea Room, which offers hot and cold food
and drinks.

Tables and chairs can beoved There is additional picnic bench seating outside.
Lighting in the café is natural daylight with additional overhead Igjti

The main entrance wayas a 10cm step leading ughéfre is an alternative level entnae at
the rear of the building, please ask.

In our tea roomyou will find a rangef vegetarian options, andan provide allergen
information on all disheslf youhave special dietary requirements please speak to the café
staff or call ahead 001624835288.

The café is table service, and reservations can be made in advance.

If you would like your baby food or milk heating up please ask the staffandioappy to
help.

Creg y Shee Tea Room
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Cregneash Village has arecently corSeR O2 (1 (i 3S T v dakh bes@kasd N2 Fi X |
comfort room for parents or those wanting to take time out from the village.

v dzA NDbftzan alsoNbihired for private functions, training sessions or meetings. It
features a comfortable and characterful function room and rapiltrpose space for up to 20
people.

The cottagas accessibl¢o visitors using wheel chaiend there are accedde toilets.

The entrance to the suite is completely level.

Chairs and tables can be moved to accommodate wheelchair users.

There is good natural daylight and overhead lighting.

There is no hearing loop.

There is no WiFi.

VAdZAN] Qa4 / NBFd Ly dGSNR2NJ

Toedj dZANBE | 62dzi KANRY3I vdzZAN] Qa / NBTF
Manx National Heritage venue please emadnuehire@mnh.gov.im
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8 Access Guide to The Meayll Circle, Meayll Hill

Manx National Heritage has the guardianshiprainy ancient monuments in the landscape.
A number of these sites are publicly accessible. Please note in most circumstances the land
is not in the ownership of Manx National Heritage and visits are made at your own risk.

We recognise that visiting thellsy RQ&a F yOASYy i Y2ydzySyida Ay GKS
difficulties for people with disabilitie§Ve have prepared an access guide for visiting Meayll

Hill to help you plan your visithis access guide does not contain personal opinions as to
suitabilityfor those with access needs, but aims to accurately describe the environment at

the site.

Introduction

The Neolithic chambered cairn near the summit of Meayll Hill, near Cregneash Village, is the
most outstanding of the Manx megaliths (stone monumentds &n exceptional monument
in the Isle of Man and also within the British Isles.

The Meayll Circle comprises 12 burial chambers or cists, arranged in pairs around the
circumference of the monument. We know that each cist contained fragments of charred
bone, pottery and flint, which tells us a little bit about how people lived in the Neolithic
period. We know that they took great care in how and where the remains of their ancestors
were placed for eternity. Artefacts found at the site are on permanespldy at the Manx
Museum in Douglas.

Near the summit of the hill, you will also fitie remains of a Second World War Chain
Home Low Radastation.

Getting to The Meayll Circle

Meayll Hill is situated in the far south of the Isle of Man, near Cregnédisige. It is grid
reference SC 1895 6778. It is a publicly accessible site. The footpath to the site is very steep
and difficult in wet conditions. Any route to the Meayll Circle includes a steep uphill walk.

By CarfFrom Port St Mary, follow the signgts for Cregneash Village up the Howe Road.

Continue up the road for 2km, passing Cregneash Village. After the Village turn right onto

the Ballnahowe Road towards Port Erin. There are two potential places to park, depending

on which pathway you chose téaff t 26 ® t f S 4SS aSS W 00Saa F2NJ
details.

By bus:Cregneash Village can be accessed by bus from Port Erin Bus Station, from there it
is a 1520 minute walk to the Meayll Circle. The journey time from Douglas to Port Erin is
approximately 60 minutes. It is then a 15 minute onward journey from Port Erin to
Cregneash on the No. 28. For more detailed information and timetable please see
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www.iombusandrail.infoWhen you arrive at Cregneashlw@ast the Village and turn right
onto the Ballnahowe Roatl.t S &S 4SS W! 00Saa T2NJ +AaAl2NBQ

Access for Visitors

There is no vehicular access to the Meayll Circle and it cannot be seen from the road.

From the Ballnahowe Roabédre are two possible walking routes to access the Meayll
Circle. One route is shorter (Route A), but very steep and unevem(@ute
walk/scramble). The other route (Route B) is longerI®0ninutes), but less steep with
easier terrain.

There is a stiléo climb to get to the site.
There are no toilets or visitor facilities at the site.

Route A:

If arriving by car turn right onto the Ballnahowe Road towards Port Erin (just after
Cregneash Village). After 0.5km, park in the grassebylayn the right (@d Reference SC
1890 6786).

There is a short public footpath leading up the Meayll Hill towards the Hitis. footpath is
very steep and difficult in wet conditions. The walk or scrambleSsr8nutes. The descent
is more like a scramble. There arelmndrails.

When you have reached the Meayll Circle there is a stile to climb to access the site.

See photographs below:
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