
 

 

 



 
OUTFIT WORN BY ALAN SHEA AS A 
POLITICAL PROTEST ON TYNWALD DAY 1991 

This outfit was worn by Alan Shea as a protest against Manx laws criminalising homosexuality, 
on Tynwald Day 5 July 1991. 
 
It consists of a pyjama jacket and trousers bought from Marks & Spencer in Douglas and is 
painted with grey and black stripes to resemble a Nazi concentration camp uniform. Other 
details include a pink triangle and label with the number 626262 (the Isle of Man Government 
phone number). 
 
Shea was presenting his petition of grievance on Tynwald Hill and drawing parallels with Nazi 
persecution of homosexuals. Whilst it is true that the Isle of Man was politically very 
conservative as late as the 1990s, the protest also highlights the fact that Manx people have 
ready access to the democratic process. One aspect of this is the Tynwald ceremony at St 
Johns where, in accordance with ancient tradition, on this one day each year grievances can 
be presented directly to Tynwald and must receive due consideration. 

 
DATE: 1991  
DONOR: Alan Shea 



 
OUTRAGE PIN BADGES 

OutRage! was a radical, non-violent, direct action LGBT human rights group that fought 
against homophobia following the murder of gay actor, Michael Boothe, in a west London 
park on the 30th April 1990.  

In June that year OutRage! held its first rally outside Hyde Park public toilets in protest against 
Metropolitan police entrapment operations targeting gay men.  

A mass kiss-in by same-sex couples, under the winged statue at Piccadilly Circus known as 
Eros, followed in protest at arrests for public displays of affection.  

A public meeting followed two weeks later at which a statement of aims featured the right to 
sexual freedom, an end to discrimination and preventing violent attacks on the gay and 
lesbian community. It also condemned homophobia which had become more prevalent 
following the 1980s’ AIDS epidemic and the Conservative Party’s Section 28 legislation in the 
UK that banned promotion of homosexuality. 

 “We challenged and shamed homophobes everywhere and put the government and public 
institutions under pressure to change,” recalls Peter Tatchell, one of the founding members. 

Members of Outrage! supported Alan Shea in his delivery of a petition of grievance to Tynwald 
in 1991.  

 
 

 
DATE: 1990 
DONOR: Alan Shea (gifted by Peter Tatchell) 

OutRage! campaign coordinator Aamir Ahmad (positioned 
centre, hands raised) supporting Alan Shea at Tynwald 1991. 



 SIGNED THEATRE POSTER OF ‘BENT,’ A MARTIN 
SHERMAN PRODUCTION  

 

This rare promotional poster of the production ‘Bent’ at the Garrick Theatre was gifted to Alan 
Shea from actor Sir Ian McKellen.  It is signed by all members of the production cast including 
actor Michael Cashman, an LGBT+ activist and founder of the Stonewall charity (the largest 
LGBT+ rights organisation in Europe). 

‘Bent’ is a 1979 play by Martin Sherman. It revolves around the persecution of gay people in 
Nazi Germany, and takes place during and after the Night of the Long Knives. The title of the 
play refers to the slang word "bent" used in some European countries to refer to 
homosexuals.  
 

Alan Shea was inspired to wear the iconic striped pyjamas in presenting his petition of 
grievance on Tynwald Day in 1991 due to the links made to Nazi concentration camps. 

 
DATE: 1990s 
DONOR: Alan Shea  



 
ALAN SHEA ELECTION CAMPAIGN PLACARD 

 

Alan Shea stood for election on 21st November 1991.  He gained 54 votes overall and used 
this opportunity to petition for changes in Island laws on homosexuality, women’s rights 
and trade union rights.  

 

 
DATE: 1991 
DONOR: Alan Shea 



 
RAINBOW TIES 

 

Rainbow ties worn by Alan Shea and 
husband Stephen Moore as invited guests 
of honour on Tynwald Day 2021. 

This extraordinary Tynwald Day 
celebration signifies 30 years since Alan 
Shea’s protest and presentation of the 
1991 petition of grievance. 

In 2020 Chief Minister Howard Quayle 
issued an unqualified public apology to 
gay men convicted of same-sex offences 
under previous Manx laws.  

 

 

 
DATE: 2021 
DONOR: Alan Shea and Stephen Moore 



 
SOCIALIST WORKER PROTEST POSTER 

 

This ‘Socialist Worker’ protest poster was taken to Tynwald Day in 1991 and the IOM 
Labour Party Conference in Ballasalla in the same year.  

 

 
DATE: 1991 
DONOR: Alan Shea 



 
GAY LEGAL ADVICE WALLET CARD 

The Ellan Vannin Gay Group produced and distributed this wallet sized advice 
card in 1990. Its intention was to provide support and guidance at a time when 
Island police were very active in the arrests of gay and bisexual men.  

 
DATE: 1990 
DONOR: Alan Shea  



 
POSTCARD FROM THE 1979 PLAY ‘BENT’ 

This postcard was sent from Lord Michael Cashman to Alan Shea as a thank you on receipt of a 
Manx Gay Rights T Shirt gifted to him by Alan Shea.  

Lord Cashman (stood in striped pyjamas right of Sir Ian McKellen) had a starring role in the 
play written by Martin Sherman, which is set during the persecution of gay men in Nazi 
Germany. 

When the play was first performed there was limited historical research or even awareness 
about the Nazi persecution of homosexuals. The play helped further historical research and 
education.  

 

 

 

 
DATE: 1979 
DONOR: Alan Shea 



 
PRIDE 1991 COMMEMORATIVE BROCHURE 

 

Official magazine for the Pride celebration in London on 29th June 1991.  Alan Shea 
was invited with Hazel Hannan, former Member of the House of Keys to speak on 
the main stage. 

 
DATE: 1991 
DONOR: Alan Shea  



The Isle of Man had adopted similar legislation; however, 
this was called Clause 38 (or Section 38). 

Rushen MHK, Dr John Orme, had successfully amended 
Clause 38 from the proposed drafted bill set before the 
House of Keys in 1988, describing it as ‘sinister’ and 
likening it to the ‘Reichstag in the 1920s.’ The amendment 
by Dr Orme was intended to provide clarity to educators as 
what constituted the promotion of homosexuality. Clause 
38 did not enter into law on the Isle of Man until 1992. 

In 2006 another amendment to Clause 38 by Peel MHK 
Hazel Hannan meant it was no longer illegal for public 
bodies to promote homosexuality. 

 

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS Clause 28 (or Section 28) was a legislative designation for a series of laws across Britain that 
prohibited the "promotion of homosexuality" by local authorities. These laws, passed in 1988 
by a Conservative government, stopped councils and schools "promoting the teaching of the 
acceptability of homosexuality as a pretended family relationship." 

In practice, this meant any mention of being gay or what that meant now or in history was 
removed from school libraries and classrooms. 

 

 
DATE: 2006 
DONOR: Alan Shea  

LGBTQIA+ EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 



 
RAINBOW CAFÉ, BALLAKERMEEN HIGH SCHOOL    
E-NEWSLETTER FIRST EDITION 

 

The Rainbow Café is a friendly, welcoming meetup for LGBTQ+ communities and allies. It is 
inclusive for all identities and is a safe space for pupils to socialise with like-minded people. 

 

It’s a place where I feel like I can be myself and spend time with my friends. 

The rainbow café means to me that I, as a member of the LGBT community can feel safe and 
secure and feel as if I can be myself without a bother in the world. 

The rainbow café is a place that as a member of the LGBTQ+ community, I can feel safe and 
happy as to who I am. 

The rainbow café means a lot to me as I can see the friends that aren’t in my lessons: 

It is important for me because it is a nice, safe space for LGBTQ+ members. Just knowing I can 
be myself and chat to my friends makes me feel safe and happy. 

I like going to the rainbow café because it makes me feel safe and understood I’ve also made 
many friends I can confide in here. 

 

I like coming to the Rainbow Café because everyone here knows how fabulous I am! 

 

DATE: MAY 2022 



 
HAND SEWN 2020 LGBTQ+ YOUTH PRIDE FLAG 

 

‘I made this flag for the 2020 Pride Youth celebration. It was very 
important that young people had an opportunity to celebrate that 
year. It does have a footprint on the back from being stood on when 
dancing!’ 

 
DATE: 2020 
DONOR: Jenni Smith 



 
YOUTH PRIDE 2020 TICKET 

 
‘The first youth pride happened in December of 2020 which was an 
event that LGBTQ+ youth were truly first able to celebrate who they 
are . . . ’ 

 

 
DATE: 2020 
DONOR: Kailin 



 
GRANDSON BIRTHDAY CARD 

 

‘It’s unlike[ly] I’m ever going to be seen as my nana’s grandson so 
Jenni’s mum got me a card. 

It meant a lot cuz it’s a part of being a boy I never thought I’d get to 
experience’.  
 

 
DATE: 2022 
DONOR: Jax 



 
KNITTED BLANKET 

‘I knitted this when my friend got top surgery* to celebrate it because 
he had put so much effort into raising money for it. 

Unfortunately I haven’t had the chance to give it to him yet, but I hope 
to . . . ’ 
 

 
*’Top surgery’ is a general term to describe an operation that changes the look 
of a transgender person's chest. 

 

 

 
DATE: 2022 
DONOR: Hunter 



 

TESTOGEL TESTOSTERONE BOTTLE  

 

 

‘This bottle was the first bottle of T-gel since I started my transition journey to becoming 
the man I always knew I was, 2 pumps per day on the tops of my arms, and I stink of 
alcohol gel! What’s important to remember is that not all those who are transgender 
require hormones to feel complete on their journey, I decided to start my hormones to 
address the dysphoria I’ve had for many years. Since I was 5 years old I always knew I was 
a boy, and I wanted to look like a boy.  

 

As I hit puberty, it affected me mentally, I was unhappy with what was happening to my 
body, and very confused. I didn’t know the word ‘transgender’ back in the late 90s, 
especially as a very young person it wasn’t common knowledge, so I never received the 
support I needed nor did I address who I really was, I buried it deep down for a long time. 
thinking it would pass (spoiler: it didn’t!)  

 

 
DATE: 2022 
DONOR: Jamie Moultrie 

The world is changing and we need support in place to 
help those who are finding themselves, we need to 
protect trans youth. You’re not alone, and no matter 
what your age, it’s never too late to become who you 
truly are; hormones or no hormones.  

Testosterone for me is a step in the right direction to 
becoming the man I know I truly am. Don’t rush your 
journey. Embrace it. Be happy and be proud.’ 

 



 
SOUNDCHECK ‘DARE TO BE DIFFERENT’ CD 

 

Artwork designed by a young artist who identifies as Queer in 2016. 
Through the support and encouragement of SoundCheck youth group 
members have felt safe creating and showing pride. 

SoundCheck is a music project that promotes young musicians island 
wide, producing regular live events and studio recordings. 
 

 
DATE: 2016 
DONOR: Jenni Smith 



 
VIDA LAFIERCE WINGED DRESS 

Dress and accessories worn by Manx drag queen Vida LaFierce. Vida LaFierce started 
performing in 2014, and is credited with inspiring many more drag queens and drag kings on 
the Isle of Man. Vida LaFierce is the drag queen persona of Gareth Leece. 

Vida LaFierce wore this outfit during the Isle of Man's first Isle of Pride Festival on Saturday 12 
June 2021. She led the Queer march through Strand Street and into the Villa Marina Gardens 
where the festival took place. She opened the festival in this outfit and performed on stage 
throughout the day. She also helped compère the festival. 

1. Black dress embellished with teardrop shaped sequins and glass beads. It was purchased at 
drag/burlesque shop Sequin Showstoppers in Birmingham. The shop is owned by Rickie 
Harvey, who is very well known on the drag scene. It was an off the peg dress that Vida has 
worn on previous occasions. 

2. Black patent leather shoes in a size 12. They are a Mary Jane style with a small heel. They 
are made by the company Pleaser, who specialise in large female footwear. 

3. Pink polyester wings and telescopic poles. The material is pleated and has a neck collar to 
attach.  

4. Pink wig in ‘Amber style’ by company Websters. All of Vida's wigs are styled by friend Paul 
Bowes based in Blackpool (a.k.a. Tiffany Dolh). 

 
DATE: 2021 
DONOR: Gareth Leece 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MANX PRIDE FLAG 

I took over the running of Bon Fabrics in May 2019.  Shortly after this my eldest advised me 
they thought they were bi-sexual.  This I took in my stride, advised them they were loved 
no matter what, they were my first-born. Over the next few months, we discussed many 
things, including pride flags, clothing etc.  We discussed possibly stocking pride flags in the 
shop, but it was not meant to be as we soon went into our first lockdown.  

 

In 2021, Jo, my eldest, who had recently come out to me as a Trans Woman, asked again 
about possibly having Pride flags in store.  She believed this to be incredibly important as 
she didn't feel like she could accept herself until she was 25 years old, and if 1 flag could 
start 1 conversation to help one child discover who they are before they turned 20, then it 
would all be worth it.  Knowing how hard it was for her to get the courage to become who 
she needed to be, I was ready to go the whole hog and get a supply in.  I contacted the Gay 
Pride shop I knew in Manchester and they advised they would not be able to meet our 
needs, but gave me details of their supplier. 

 
DATE: 2021 
Created by Debbie Kelly-Banks 

 

So our first order had a total of 120 flags, plus 
around 100 hand flags.  It became quite apparent 
that my first order was sadly lacking as these all sold 
out within the week.  I placed a further 2 orders in 
the run up to our first Manx Pride event and again 
ran out of flags.  There was such a demand for flags 
that I started taking orders for flags to be collected 
after Pride had finished. 

 



 

 

 

 
Our first post on Facebook (which included the flags) was seen by over 6000 people.  

I am proud to be the poster of that one, we had many parents come into the shop and 
purchase a flag for their child who had come out to them and they wanted to show 
their support.  I feel proud that even if only one conversation was had after seeing that 
post, then there was at least 6000 conversations about Pride and what it means.   

Further discussions were had in store when a customer asked for a flag, other 
customers asked what it was for.  It seems every generation has a story to tell or secret 
they hid.  My eldest will be one of the first in a generation to actually live for 
themselves, not be a survivor of their life. 

This year, we decided to go one better and create our own Manx Progress flag, as you 
can see here, we included our logo to help people source their own flag if needed.   We 
wanted the Pride of Manx LGBTQ+ to be on show with their own flag. 

A donation is made from the sale of every flag to Isle of Pride, which is a local LGBTQ+ 
charity. 

 

Debbie Kelly-Banks 



 
ATTITUDE MAGAZINE 

 

 

 

 
DATE: 2022 
DONOR: KN via Isobel and Ailsa  

attitude is a British gay lifestyle magazine owned by Stream 
Publishing Limited. The first issue of attitude appeared in May 1994. 
The May 2022 release featured Manx actor Joe Locke with 
‘Heartstopper’ co-stars Kit Connor, William Gao and Yasmin Finney. 



 
HEARTSTOPPER BY ALICE OSEMAN 

 

Alice Oseman is a writer and illustrator who was born in Kent. Her books include Solitaire, 
which was published when she was nineteen, Radio Silence and I Was Born for This. Her highly 
successful LGBT+ YA graphic novel Heartstopper has been shortlisted for the British Book 
Awards’ Children's Illustrated & Non-Fiction Book of the Year 2020 and longlisted for the 
Polari Book Prize 2020. 

 

Heartstopper is an LGBT+ YA romance graphic novel about Charlie, an openly gay over-thinker, 
and Nick, a cheerful rugby player.  They meet at school, quickly become friends, and soon 
Charlie is falling for Nick – but he doesn’t think he has a chance. But maybe Nick is more 
interested in Charlie than he thinks’…  

Alice Oseman 

 

Now a Netflix sensation, the lead character Charlie Spring is played by Manx actor Joe Locke. 
18-year-old Joe went to Ballakermeen High School and has performed in shows at the Gaiety 
Theatre and Kensington Arts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Remove every thought about what other people may think. Create, create by being, create by 
being yourself.  Be the art you want to be." Simon Maddrell 

 
DATE: 2019 
DONOR: MNH Collection 



 TRUHAM GRAMMAR NOTEBOOK BELONGING 
TO ‘CHARLIE SPRING’ (HEARTSTOPPER) 

 

 

 

 
DATE: 2022 
DONOR: Joe Locke 

This school notebook appears as a prop in the Netflix sensation Heartstopper.  

The series, based on Alice Oseman’s graphic novel of the same name, is set in a fictional 
school called Truham Grammar, the same fictional school setting for other books including 
Solitaire and Radio Silence. 

The school notebook, which belongs to the leading character of the series Charlie Spring 
(played by Manx actor Joe Locke), is signed with his name and form group ‘Hamlet 5’. 

 

 

 



 
‘OUT, OUT, OUT’ FLYER MUSICAL 
WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY EMMA TROW 
 

The musical written and directed by Emma Trow is based on the true events spanning 1989 
to 1993. Out Out Out follows the story of one man fighting to change the homophobic laws 
on the Isle of Man.  

Previously unused but some twenty five years out of date, the laws suddenly become a 
huge problem on the sleepy island after the suicide of a young gay man who was harassed 
by the police for his sexuality.  Times are changing and something must be done. On the 
mainland, a group of young men form a protest group, Outrage!, fighting to be heard after 
the brutal killing of five homosexual men in London.  

Looking for ways to improve life for all in the gay community, they join forces with the only 
'out' man on the island and begin to fight for the laws to be changed.   

 
DATE: 2015 
DONOR: Alan Shea 



 SIMON MADDRELL POETRY ‘THROATBONE’ AND 
‘QUEERFELLA’  

Despite leaving the island aged only two-and-a-half and being brought up in Greater 
Manchester, Simon has never lost his deep affinity for the Isle of Man. His work reflects his 
love of the island, his close family ties and also his feelings stirred by the landscape and 
environment. 

Taking influence from the culture, environment, heritage, literature, politics and the very 
fabric of the ground under your feet, his poetry is firmly rooted in the Isle of Man. 

 I am involved in a number of initiatives supporting LGBTQ+ people, but for my generation I 
think the biggest challenge is ‘Disconnection’ and all the dysfunctional outcomes that can 
create like loneliness, addiction and suicide, which is  growing problem for all men of my 
generation.  But it is so easily forgotten how our generation is actually a 'lost generation’ 
decimated by HIV/AIDS, we have suffered a weakening and disconnection of that 'generational 
cord' that has supported LGBTQ+ people along, what is still, a difficult journey. Remove every 
thought about what other people may think. Create, create by being, create by being yourself.  
Be the art you want to be. 

Simon Maddrell 

Throatbone published July 2020 
Queerfella published December 2020  
DONOR: Simon Maddrell  



 
TWISTED ANGELS GUITAR AND T-SHIRT 

This silver-painted guitar was played by Ami Fargher, 
the rhythm guitarist with Manx all-girl rock and punk 
band 'Twisted Angels' in the early 2000s.  

The band were part of a thriving Manx music scene. 
They formed at school in 2002, and like many of their 
contemporaries cut their teeth at The Trafalgar pub 
in Douglas, dubbed the spiritual home of modern 
Manx music.  

Their album Alter Ego was signed for worldwide 
distribution and they undertook three UK tours in 
2005 and played at the TT festival in 2006. 

Ami Fargher is still heavily involved with the Manx 
music scene and organises regular Pride nights at her 
pub, the Saddle Inn, Douglas. 

Twisted Angels branded tour T-shirt.  

Black t-shirt. On front logo in centre has lilac lettering 
'Twisted Angels', with image of punk girl lying over 
the lettering, with purple hair and wearing a halo. 
The back of the T-shirt has details of 'Confessions' 
tour - March 2006. Places visited include, 
Wolverhampton, Northampton, Gillingham, Digbeth, 
York, Glasgow, Aberdeen, Dundee, Bradford, 
Leicester, Ashton under Lyme, Doncaster, 
Walthamstow. 

 

 
DATE: 2007 
DONOR: Laura Moore 



 
DR. MARTENS BOOTS 

 

‘I am a massive fan of local band Twisted Angels and these Dr. Martens were 
worn by the band at gigs and have been signed by Ami Fargher who is a 
member of the band and she gave me them to wear’.  
 
 

 

 
DATE: 2022 
DONOR: Alexander Parkin 



 
VINCENT FINERY PERFORMANCE HAT 

Honestly, Vincent Finery came about April 2021 when I was 
in a really dark place, and I needed something to grasp 
again and give a sense of thrill and life to, well, my life.  

 

Vincent Finery or 'Vinny' is about pure emotion and talking 
about the real and raw of what we go through day to day. 
Drag just happens to be the place where it is appreciated, 
relatable more and where I feel safe doing this. Vincent 
Finery or 'Mr Finery' is also about what could be the success 
of these things, I wouldn't be Mr Finery without Vinny, and 
Vinny wouldn't be without Mr Finery. 

 

I hold a lot of Buddhist values and clearly, this has come out 
in my Drag resembling Yin and Yang. All my poems are 
spoken word poetry and written by myself, I choose this 
because I enjoy writing poetry and it can be relatable to 
anyone because of the metaphors and analogies I use as I 
believe to my core that if we can understand one another in 
a deeper connected way we can build a sense of 
community with everyone, no matter what colour, creed, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, age, disability or place 
that you have come from and this is what I want to portray 
and create within the Island’s Queer community.  

 

If you haven't met Vinny yet he comes out to play at 
Fenella's Thursday Nights at Roxie's, and if you want the 
Island’s only Drag King to perform at events, venues etc. 
you can find me on Facebook. 

Kai Varetto 

 
DATE: 2022 
DONOR: Kai Varetto 



 
LONDON PRIDE 2019 WHISTLE  

 

 

 

 
DATE: 2019 
DONOR: Peter Shimmin 

I wore this whistle when I marched in the London Pride 
parade in 2019.  
 
I walked with my amateur theatre group, Sedos, who were 
presenting ‘Soho Cinders’ (an LGBT musical based on 
Cinderella) that year. I was surrounded by queer friends 
and allies - the atmosphere was electric and a great time 
was had by all.  

One thing I did notice was that the parade had become far 
more commercially focussed – many of the floats were 
corporate businesses. I felt that this went against the 
intentions of the original Pride marches, and tinged the 
experience slightly. It also brought home the impact that 
‘rainbow-washing’ can have on the queer community. 

Peter Shimmin 



 DISNEY VOLUME 1 CASSETTE                       
(WALT DISNEY RECORDS) 

 

As a child, watching Disney and musicals was formative for me. I sang from a young age – 
frequently songs I enjoyed from these films. As a teenager, I joined drama groups, such as 
Manx National Youth Theatre (homed at Kensington Arts). There, I met many like-minded 
people, including members of the queer community who helped me find the strength to 
come out’. 

While Disney is not without its controversies (see their lukewarm reaction to the “don’t say 
gay” bill), it will always hold a special place in my queer heart. 

Peter Shimmin 

 

 

 
DATE: c.1990s 
DONOR: Peter Shimmin 



 
1980s DRAG QUEEN (SHIRLEY BASSEY) 

David a.k.a. ‘Shirley Bassey’ was a very popular female impersonator 
that performed in Razzles on Walpole Avenue, which was owned by 
Malcolm Shepherd. David also performed in the old Mannin Hotel on 
Broadway in the 1980s to raise money for local charities.  

 
DATE: 1980s 
DONOR: Alan Shea 



 
LGBT+ YOUTH RAINBOW BENCH 

This brightly coloured bench was painted by the LGBT+ group in 2020. The group also 
organised a ‘litter-pick’ in the vicinity of Ramsey Skate Park where the bench resides. 

 

‘We are proud to be connected with The National Youth Workers Network for LGBT+ young 
people’.   

Leanne Newbold. 

 

The LGBT+ Youth group are instrumental in supporting young members of the LGBT+ 
community by providing free and confidential social spaces. The group regularly meet at Cafe 
Laare, Douglas, every Tuesday, 4pm - 6pm. 

 

 

 
DATE: 2020 
DONOR: Leanne Newbold and Tracy Jones.  

Youth and Community Worker LGBT+ and Area Youth Workers 

 



 
FENELLA BEACH DRAG QUEEN MASK 

 

This mask was painted by drag Queen Fenella Beach and worn on the main stage of Isle of 
Pride 2021. The mask is a metaphor for illusion. In the end the ‘realistic’ make up on the mask 
is more fake than the exaggerated make-up underneath. The mask was worn in a performance 
to the songs ‘Weeds’ and ‘Handmade Heaven’ by Marina.  

 
DATE: 2021 
DONOR: Fenella Beach (Owen Atkinson, Drag Queen and Manx Bard) 



 
TEDDY BEAR 

This Teddy Bear is a prop from Nona Binary’s second ever drag performance at 
The Bridge in Douglas in October 2021. Nona ripped the head off the bear filled 
with fake blood as part of a performance to the song ‘Jealousy Jealousy’ by 
Olivia Rodrigo.  The performance was a representation of anger and frustration 
at feelings of inadequacy and rejection perpetrated by misogyny in the media.  

 
DATE: 2021 
DONOR: Nona Binary (Drag Queen) 



 
PRIDE RAINBOW BADGES 
 

In 2021 the island held its first official Pride festival, as a local pin designer I was asked to 
design some pins for the festival and this is what I came up with. From the start I knew that 
the design had to incorporate the 3 legs in some way. As the symbol found on the Manx 
flag, it is instantly recognisable to anyone with Manx roots or connections. I gave it a 
rainbow glitter makeover for Pride and the pins have since become synonymous with Isle 
of Pride, worn by members of the queer community and allies alike. The round pin was 
more commemorative, made to mark the inaugural Pride festival, gifted to the organisers, 
volunteers, performers, stallholders and others involved in making Isle of Pride 2021 
happen. The 3 legs pins are available to anyone who wants one, sold at Isle of Pride events 
as well as in my own online shop to customers worldwide. (www.candydollclub.com)  

 

 
DATE: 2021 
DONOR: Jade Boylan 

 



 
Book- Love from the Pink Palace 

In this heart-breaking, inspiring and deeply felt book, actor, activist and AIDS 
awareness campaigner, Jill Nalder – inspiration for one of the central characters in TV 
drama It’s A Sin – delivers an incredibly moving and personal account of life and 
friendship in 1980s London at the onset of the AIDS crisis. 

Jill writes fondly of her best friend Manx-born actor Dursley McLinden. Dursley was an 
actor, singer, and dancer born in Douglas, Isle of Man on the 29th May 1965, before 
moving to London to study acting at the age of 16. He appeared on the West End 
(including in an acclaimed production of Gigi) and in the company of The Phantom of 
the Opera. On-screen, he appeared in the film adaptation Just Ask For Diamond, Mr 
Bean, Freddie and Max, and as RAF sergeant Mike Smith in the 1988 Doctor Who 
episode Remembrance of the Daleks. Dursley McLinden died from AIDS in 1995 at the 
young age of 29.  

 

 

 

 

 
DATE: 2022 
DONOR: Alan Shea 

Dursley McLinden (May 1965 – August 1995) 



To All The Queenies Who Came Before  - Polly Vinyl with 
Queens and Tassels (Georgia Lisette)

Of all the visionaries in all of history, there have never been 
any as fabulous as these.
Fierce and feisty, fighting for change, just to be treated as 
equal; the same. 

Prior to the 20th Century and marketed notions of nuclear 
family, love of various rainbow shades was just that; love. 
Marriage was financial; a contract binding chattel to keepers.
The ruination of romance a universal theme in art of all 
forms. 

Venereal disease shaping borders of behaviour 
and risk of shame from neighbours 
was pleasure's dangerous wager. 
In some ways nothing's changed. In others, astronomically. 

Here, this little island we
were late to the party.
Traa dy lioar, I guess.
As an excuse it's not the best.

I don't think it will put painful memories to rest. 
I don't think it will bring back the wasted years 
avoiding love because of rational fears. 
the right to work, to pay your rent

to even have a roof over your head! 
was a luxury. 
To not be assaulted was a luxury.
To not be hunted as sport was a luxury. 
To not be arrested was a fantasy. 



And you know what blows my mind, honestly?
The fact that this is in my living memory.
This year has been huge, if for reasons other than how we 
intended.

But we can take life's spectrummed tapestry and with threads 
of love, mend it.
A stitch in time saves lives. 
We act like we're surprised when the fabric of our society 
hosts moths of bigotry and our comfort blankets are reduced 
to dollies.

We owe so much to those who fought. 
Alan Shea, his Tynwald day pyjamas hang in the Manx 
Museum; 
an agent of change for all who see them;
a costume of import historical. 
There are no moths in that case; real or metaphorical.

Comments made in parliament
were shameful, aggressive,
permitting them meant
our politicians, our representatives 
were purveyors of vitriol and incitors of hatred. 

And following this foul proclamation attitudes blazed and this 
fair nation became a living nightmare.
“Where you going mate?”
“What are you doin ere?”
“Where d’you think you're going mate?”
“Stand over there!”
Everywhere you go. Everything you do. 

They’re outside your door. They are watching you.



You'd better run, Run RUN. 
They’re going to tell your mum. 
They’re going to tell your boss.
People will be staring when you get on the bus.
She's going to kick you out.
Where are you going to go? 

Every one will know. Everyone will know. Everyone will know. 
Run, run RUN! 
Fight. Think. Fight. Think. Hide.
I can't hide. It's too hard. 
This scurrying existence as prey for bully boys in blue
in place of fearful freedom with secrets, more than a few 
is no fair trade.

This life for that life? 
It's no life.
And they chose non-participation.
A truth for a truth 
– they chose not to live in the cage you built around them. 
A life for a life.

They chose – not to live. 
Rather than tell their supposed friends they'd rather end it all. 
This was and is appalling.
The ones who stayed, the out, the brave 
who fought and lived and grieved together; 
we will remember your impact forever. 
I may not have a drink, but a toast I call; 
To All The Queenies Who Came Before:
May you bathe in prisms ever more.
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