
The Isle of Man’s strategic location in the centre of the Irish 
Sea and its low import duties contributed signifi cantly to the 
transatlantic slave trade. Despite its relatively small size the 
Island’s role was considerable.

Known at the time as the ‘Guinea’ trade, some 11 million enslaved 
Africans were shipped to the Americas for labour, mainly on 
plantations. Through the lens of politicians, merchants, captains and 
mariners based in Peel, this short walking tour offers an insight into 
the depth of the Island’s slave trade links.

1. WEATHERGLASS (SPIT) CORNER
The City of Peel originated from this location where the River Neb meets the sea. 
Peel was home to a thriving fi shing fl eet, reaching some 300 boats in the 1880s, 
looking for mackerel and herring. The plaque you can see here commemorates 
Manx mariners lost at sea, both civilians and those in the Royal Navy. It’s thought 
at least 300 Manx mariners died in sailings associated with the transatlantic slave 
trade, either from disease, shipwreck or confl ict, with as many as one-third of the 
Manx captains dying on board their vessels.

2. EAST QUAY
At the time of the transatlantic slave trade from the 16th to 19th Century, Peel 
harbour was wider than it is today and the East Quay had not yet been built. 
The harbour side was not straight and instead followed a series of back walls
and doorways. The Quay would be bustling with activity including shipbuilding 
and the making of nets, rope and sails.

3. CROWN STREET
The grand corner residence and the two buildings 
beyond are the former house of Sir George Moore. 
He was the speaker of the self-elected House 
of Keys 1758-1780, and the fi rst Manxman to 
receive a knighthood. Moore was a prolifi c letter 
writer and it’s clear that he had ‘Guinea’ contacts 
in Liverpool and on the Island. Moore’s house 
was reputed to be the fi nest in Peel, with a yard, 
storehouse and cellars all located nearby and 
accessible at the quayside. Along with his brother 
Philip, he was involved in the smuggling of brandy, 
rum, wine, tea and tobacco, as well as importing 
‘Guinea goods’. Opposite the house, he had his own 
bowling green,now occupied by the yard next to the Sailors’ Shelter.

5. MICHAEL STREET
No. 7 Michael Street was the residence of Manx slave captain George Cannon. 
Family tradition has it that just before his 13th birthday he served as a ‘boy’ 
on the Rawlinson, sailing out of Liverpool for Jamaica. Ten months later he 
arrived back in Liverpool with a cargo of rum and sugar before returning to 
the Island to enrol in 1781 as a scholar of the Peel Mathematical School for 
two years. He became a ‘Guinea Captain’ on his fi rst slaving voyage on the Iris
when the original captain drowned at Bonny (now East Nigeria) in August 1798 
and Cannon took over command. A small plaque visible on the front of the 
house commemorates George Cannon’s grandson, also of the same name who 
emigrated from the Isle of Man to the United States in the 1840s.

GUINEA GOODS
Guinea Goods were traded items demanded by 
African merchants and kings in barter exchange for 
slaves. These goods included beads, fabrics, mirrors, 
cowrie shells, as well as manufactured weapons 
such as knives, cutlasses, pistols and gunpowder.

Fabrics could be used as clothes or loincloths. Brass 
pans were in demand in West Africa for processing 
palm oil and salt. Iron bars could be made into hoes, 
spears or machetes in Africa.
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THE REVESTMENT ACT
The Isle of Man’s low import duties were key to its 
role in the slave trade. Warehouses in the Island’s 
ports were crammed with ‘Guinea Goods’ from 1718 
through to 1765. This is when the Revestment Act 
transferred the Island’s customs rights from the Duke 
of Atholl (Lord of Mann) to Britain. 

7. PEEL PROMENADE
Sir George Moore campaigned tirelessly – but in vain 
- for an enlargement of Peel harbour to make more 
room for the ‘commodious’ Guinea vessels. 
Peel harbour suffered from lack of water and lack of 
space and when the causeway to St Patrick’s Isle was 
built in 1750, Moore’s plan was to build a large outer 
harbour enclosed by two long breakwaters. In 1758 
he wrote that there were three Guinea ships sheltering 
in Peel bay, waiting to land at Douglas to take on 
board their cargoes: It’s a pity to see them riding in our 
bay waiting their goods coming from Douglas. Had 
their goods been in this town they would speedily 
have been shipped and the ships by this time clear of 
the coast of Ireland. 

‘THREE LEGS’ OF THE ‘TRIANGULAR’ SLAVE TRADE
Between 1742-1753, half the ships leaving Liverpool called in at Manx 
ports to collect goods. The fi nal leg of the transatlantic slave trade also 
profi ted the Island. Ships returned with West Indian or Virginian rum, sugar 
and coffee bought from the selling of enslaved people. 

This Mathematical School was founded in 1763 by 
the £20 legacy of Peel man Reverend James Moore, 
brother of Sir George Moore. Its purpose was not 
to teach maths as we know it today, but to teach 
the skills needed for navigation: bringing forward a 
young man intended for the sea. The fact that Peel 
had two such navigation schools shows the particular 
relationship between Peel, its people and the sea.

Records show that many of the pupils went on to 
become ship carpenters, chief mates and other 
seafaring occupations. It is known that at least four 
Mathematical scholars, including George Cannon 
(see location 5. MICHAEL STREET), became captains 
of Liverpool-based Guinea vessels. The school later 
became a regular school and fi nally closed in 1892. 

ports were crammed with ‘Guinea Goods’ from 1718 

transferred the Island’s customs rights from the Duke 

spears or machetes in Africa.

Sir George Moore’s House
on Crown Street

4. CASTLE STREET
Castle Street contains three large houses from 
the 17th century (now numbered 27, 29 & 31). 
These houses would have originally faced the 
harbour and the cellars that ran beneath them would 
all have had direct access to the boats. The Old 
Bonded Warehouse, number 29, still has a typical 
contemporary cellar and local rumour has it that 
dutiable goods - brandy, rum, tea - were landed here.

The Old Bonded 
Warehouse

THE IRIS
In Africa 452 enslaved people were bought and taken 
on board the Iris and only 414 survived the voyage 
to Jamaica. The Iris remained in Jamaica for 
three months while the people were sold, and 
goods purchased, leaving in February 1799 
and arriving back in Liverpool on 12 April, 
ten months after departure. Nine of the 
40 crew died during the voyage. 

Cannon was known to have 
captained two more slave voyages 
and was killed in a mutiny aboard 
his ship in 1811, aged 45.

In Africa 452 enslaved people were bought and taken 
on board the Iris and only 414 survived the voyage 

Mathematical 
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6. MARKET STREET MATHEMATICAL SCHOOL 

Sir George Moore



THE TRIANGULAR TRADE 
This map shows which goods went from continent to continent in 
order to facilitate the transatlantic slave trade.  

The slave trade began with Portuguese (and some Spanish) traders, taking mainly 
enslaved West African (and some Central African) people to the American colonies 
they had conquered in the 15th century. British sailors became involved in the trade 
in the 16th century and their involvement increased in the 18th century when the 
Treaty of Utrecht (1713) gave them the right to sell enslaved people in the Spanish 
Empire. The slave trade made a great deal of profi t for those who sold and exchanged 
enslaved people, often leading them to ignore the fact it was inhuman and unfair.

Between 1532 and 1832, of the 11 million African people enslaved and taken to 
the Americas, at least a third of them were taken in British ships.

For the British traders it was a three-legged journey called the ‘triangular trade’: 
British slave traders sailed from ports including Glasgow, Liverpool and Bristol to 
West Africa. It was there that West Africans were exchanged for trade goods such as 
brandy and guns. Those enslaved people were then taken via the ‘Middle Passage’ 
across the Atlantic for sale in the West Indies and North America. As many as
2 million enslaved people died during the journey via the Middle Passage due to 
the terrible conditions on board the ships. British slave traders sold the enslaved 
people in the West Indies and North America. They brought a cargo of rum, sugar, 
and other goods back to Britain to sell. 

THE END OF THE ISLE OF MAN’S INVOLVEMENT
IN THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE 
The Revestment Act of 1765 bought the rights to customs duties from the Duke 
of Atholl (Lord of Mann) for £70,000.  Duties and quotas would now be set 
and collected directly by the British Government. Not only were heavier duties 
imposed but dutiable goods like spirits, tea, coffee and tobacco could only be 
brought to the Island on British ships from now on. The House of Keys objected 
and Sir George Moore (now its Speaker) spent months in London trying in vain to 
persuade the Government to change its mind, arguing that a deal had been done 
between the Duke and Great Britain over the heads of the Manx people. After 
Revestment, the Island could no longer be a free port for either smuggling or the 
slave trade. The slave traders looked elsewhere, and many merchants left the Island. 
This however wasn’t the end of Manx involvement in the Guinea trade - many 
Manx mariners made a career change into working on English slave ships until the 
British parliament abolished the slave trade in 1807, after years of campaigning, 
suffering and injustice. The transatlantic slave trade remains the largest forced 
migration in human history and was responsible for shaping racist and prejudicial 
attitudes which still reverberate today.   
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STAMPING OUT SLAVERY  
The campaign to end slavery that developed in 
the late 18th century followed a growing belief 
that we are all born free and equal. This was 
accomplished by the determined campaigning 
of abolitionists headed by Thomas Clarkson 
and William Wilberforce MP. This resulted in 
Parliament passing the Slave Trade Act of 1807, 
an Act for the Abolition of the Slave Trade and 
the establishment of the West-Africa Squadron 
in 1808. The West-Africa Squadron’s mission 
was to suppress the Atlantic slave trade by 
patrolling the coast of West Africa.  

It was estimated that more than 1,500 British sailors died in this operation, 
preventing 1,600 slave ships from sailing and freeing approximately 150,000 
enslaved African people. While liberated people were returned to Africa, those 
who came from inland regions could not be returned to their place of origin. 
Those who did return often suffered in appalling conditions on the return voyage, 
or while waiting for courts to adjudicate their case. It is estimated as many as 25 
per cent of freed people died before being released. Some freed people joined the 
Royal Navy or the West India Regiments. Additionally, 35,850 were recruited and 
transported to work in the West Indies, nominally as apprentices.

ABOUT THE ONE WORLD CENTRE ISLE OF MAN 
The One World Centre Isle of Man exists to educate for a just and sustainable 
world. We raise awareness of global issues such as poverty, prejudice, inequality, 
sustainability and climate change, encouraging people to take positive action to 
create a better world, and a healthy environment, for all. 

MODERN SLAVERY 
We tend to think that slavery, the condition in which one human being is owned by 
another, is a thing of the past but sadly this is not true. 

Although slave ownership was abolished throughout the British Empire by law 
in 1833, modern slavery – defi ned by the charity Anti-Slavery as the severe 
exploitation of other people for personal or commercial gain - is all around us, 
but often just out of sight. People can become trapped making our clothes, serving 
our food, picking our crops, working in factories, or working in houses as cooks, 
cleaners or nannies. 

It’s estimated around 40 million people are trapped in modern slavery worldwide. 
Of these, 1 in 4 are children and over 70% are women and girls.  

WHAT CAN BE DONE TO STOP MODERN SLAVERY? 
Governments can pass new laws, such as the UK’s Modern Slavery Act which 
makes traffi cking a crime. Businesses can identify risks and call out bad practice. 
Workers can be educated about their rights. Police and agencies can rescue 
children, and ensure they gain access to education. We can all help by looking
out for signs that people are working under duress and asking questions when we 
are suspicious. 

For more information go to www.antislavery.org www.antislavery.org 

Find out more on www.oneworldcentreiom.org www.oneworldcentreiom.org 

You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter @oneworldiom @oneworldiom 
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� is tour will take approximately 1 hour. � is tour will take approximately 1 hour. 
All areas are accessible, however some pathways 

along the road sides are narrow.

PEEL AND THE 

SLAVE TRADE
TRANSATLANTIC

George William Carrington, 1820


