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Access Guide to the Braaid 

Manx National Heritage has the guardianship of many ancient monuments in the landscape. 

A number of these sites are publicly accessible. Please note in most circumstances the land 

is not in the ownership of Manx National Heritage and visits are made at your own risk.  

 

We recognise that visiting the Island’s ancient monuments can present difficulties for 

people with disabilities. We have prepared an access guide for visiting the Broogh Fort to 

help you plan your visit. This access guide does not contain personal opinions as to 

suitability for those with access needs, but aims to accurately describe the environment at 

the site. 

Introduction 

The Braaid was once interpreted as an ancient stone circle. Modern excavations suggest it is 

actually an Iron Age and Viking farming settlement, consisting of three separate buildings, a 

roundhouse and two longhouses. The roundhouse, the oldest structure and believed to date 

to the Iron Age,  was first a dwelling and later an animal enclosure after the longhouses 

were built. The longhouses are believed to date to the Viking Era and resemble buildings in 

Scandinavia. The size of the longhouses suggest that the owner was of high status, but the 

building fell into disuse in later years. Few artefacts have been found at the site.  

Getting to the Braaid 

Map Reference: 3252 7656    

By Car: From Douglas takes approximately fifteen minutes.  From the Quarterbridge 

Roundabout, follow the (A5) south towards Castletown. After 2km, turn right at Cooil 

Roundabout, onto the (A24) signposted Foxdale, St. Marks and Braaid. Continue for 

approximately 3km. Pass the junction with Mount Murray Back Road on the left, continue 

for approximately 400m and the entrance to site is located on the right. It is clearly marked 

with a sign. 
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The sign marking the entrance to the Braaid 

Approximately 100m past the site entrance is a small lay-by on the left. This is the first, and 

closest, option for parking.  

The lay-by, located across the road from the entrance to the Braaid 
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Alternatively, there is a large car park at Chibbanagh Plantation 250m down the road 

(pictured below). Parking at the plantation requires a walk of approximately 350m up the 

road, which has no pavements. Please be safe and stay alert, as this stretch of road has no 

speed limit and traffic can be busy and fast. Both parking options require that you cross the 

road, please do so safely. 

The entrance to the car park at Chibbanagh Plantation 

By Bus: The Braaid roundabout is on the bus route between Peel, Foxdale, and Douglas. 

Please see the bus timetables on https://www.iombusandrail.im/ for more information. 

Disembark the bus at the bottom of the hill, next to the roundabout. From there, you will 

have to continue the rest of the walk on foot. Carry on up the hill, towards Chibbanagh 

Plantation. After approximately 750m, you will come across the sign for The Braaid site. 

Please ensure that you walk along the A24 with caution, as the area has no speed limit and 

no pavements. 

 

  

https://www.iombusandrail.im/
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Access for Visitors 

Once you have left the roadside, please ensure that you close the gate behind you. There is 

a well-maintained path leading down to the site itself. Before the site can be reached, 

however, there are two wooden stiles (pictured below). Once you have crossed these stiles, 

carry on until you have reached the Braaid. 

 

The two stiles on the path to the Braaid 

Please note that, for the most part, the ground remains mostly even – although the terrain 

varies as you manoeuvre in and around the site itself.  

There is no vehicular access to the Braaid, and there are no toilets or visitor facilities at the 

site. 

There are two panels at the site, each displaying interpretations of the site at hand.   
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Further Information 

Please observe the Isle of Man Country Code when visiting ancient monuments in the 

landscape. This is to protect yourselves, the wildlife, farm animals, and to preserve the 

natural beauty of the Manx countryside.  

 

Please remember that you are responsible for your own safety and for others in your care, 

so dress appropriately, wear stout footwear, be prepared for changes in weather and other 

events. We recommend letting someone else know where you are going and when you 

expect to return. Remember to bring your mobile phone with you, but don’t assume you 

will always get reception at some of the more remote sites.  

 

If you would like to speak to a member of our team about visiting the Braaid or other 

ancient monument sites please email: enquiries@mnh.im. For more detailed information 

about the site please see ‘A Guide to the Archaeological Sites of the Isle of Man up to 

1500AD’ by Andrew Johnson and Allison Fox (Culture Vannin, 2017), available to purchase 

from the Manx Museum Gallery Shop and online: www.manxnationalheritage.im  
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