
 

 

Access Guide to Niarbyl 

Manx National Heritage has the guardianship of many ancient monuments in the landscape. 

A number of these sites are publicly accessible. Please note in most circumstances the land 

is not in the ownership of Manx National Heritage and visits are made at your own risk.  

 

We recognise that visiting the Island’s ancient monuments in the countryside can present 

difficulties for people with disabilities. We have prepared an access guide for visiting Niarbyl 

to help you plan your visit. This access guide does not contain personal opinions as to suita-

bility for those with access needs, but aims to accurately describe the environment at the 

site.  

 

Introduction 

 Ancient Rock Art 

 Geological feature 

 Scenic Manx cottage 

 Wildlife 

 

Niarbyl is located in the far West coast of the Island in an area of outstanding natural 

beauty. Apart from its setting, there are several interesting things to see here. Beyond the 

cannon mounted upon the sea wall is a stone boulder with ancient rock art in the form of 22 

circular marks. Although it is not in its original location, the boulder is believed to have once 

been part of a Neolithic (Stone Age) or Bronze Age monument in the area.  

 

North of the rock art is an interesting geological feature. A line of white quartz runs across 

the rocky beach and up the cliff. This is the ‘Iapetus Suture’, a fault line between 2 ancient 

continents and best seen at low tide. There is also abundant wildlife and marine life in the 

area. 

 

  



 

 

Getting to Niarbyl 

Map reference - SC 2116 7764 

Sat Nav - IM5 3BR 

 

By Car:  

From Peel – follow the signposts for Port Erin and the South on the A27. Continue through 

Patrick, Glen Maye and into Dalby. Once in Dalby, turn right for Niarbyl and continue to the 

café on the left at the bottom of the road where there is a large car park. There are disabled 

parking spaces beside the café building.  There is limited parking if you continue down the 

hill to the sea wall, but restricted turning space. 

 

The turning to Niarbyl beside the blue cottage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Follow the road to Niarbyl café car park 

 

By bus: Route 4/4b – A bus service runs between Niarbyl and Peel from Monday to 

Saturday. It stops within the car park beside the café. The journey time is approximately 17 

minutes.  

 

For more detailed information and timetable please see www.iombusandrail.info.  

Please see ‘Access for Visitors’ section for more details. 

 

Bus stop at Niarbyl cafe 

  



 

 

Access for Visitors: 

 

 

Entrance to car park and route to the seawall 

 

There is vehicular access to Niarbyl Café, which has a large car park including disabled 

spaces. There are a limited number of spaces by the sea wall, but restricted turning space. 

The ancient rock art and the ‘Iapetus Suture’ cannot be viewed from the road. 

 

The Niarbyl Bay Café and restaurant has toilet facilities and wheelchair Access.   

 

      

The road to the shore is narrow, winding and steep 



 

 

To reach the rock art, Iapetus Suture and Manx cottage, walk down the winding road 

towards the sea. This road is narrow, steep to very steep in places and may have passing 

traffic. Once at the bottom of the hill, the cottage is clearly visible on your right. On the sea 

wall opposite you will see a cannon fixed into place and the rock art circular indentations  

 

 

The Ancient Rock Art is at the end of the sea wall 

can be seen on top of the  furthest stone of the sea wall. To see the Iapetus Suture, continue 

to the northern inlet where the geological fault is visible as a line of white quartz. The stony 

beach is uneven and may be slippery and covered in seaweed. 

 

 

The beach is rocky and uneven with areas of seaweed 



 

 

 

The Iapetus Suture geological fault is best viewed at low tide 

 

 

A further coastal path is narrow and uneven with a drop on the right which has no handrail 

 

The area around the café is fairly flat and there are information boards at the front of the 

café, overlooking the sea which detail what wildlife you might be able to see from there. 

This grass may be slippery if wet. 



 

 

 

Information boards in front of Niarbyl Café 

 

Niarbyl links well with other heritage sites in the area such as Dalby Mountain Bronze Age 

burial mounds, Lag ny Keeilley and various sites in Peel itself. 

 

  



 

 

Further Information: 

Please observe the Isle of Man Country Code when visiting ancient monuments in the land-

scape. This is to protect yourselves, the wildlife, farm animals, and to preserve the natural 

beauty of the Manx countryside.  

 

Please remember that you are responsible for your own safety and for others in your care, 

so dress appropriately, wear stout footwear, be prepared for changes in weather and other 

events. We recommend letting someone else know where you are going and when you ex-

pect to return. Remember to bring your mobile phone with you, but don’t assume you will 

always get reception at some of the more remote sites. 

If you would like to speak to a member of our team about visiting Niarbyl or other ancient 

monument sites please email: enquiries@mnh.im. 

 

For more detailed information about the site please see ‘A Guide to the Archaeological Sites 

of the Isle of Man up to 1500AD’ by Andrew Johnson and Allison Fox (Culture Vannin, 2017), 

available to purchase from the Manx Museum  Gallery Shop and online: 

www.manxnationalheritage.im 
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