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Access Guide to Maughold Head Bronze Age Cairn 

 

Manx National Heritage has the guardianship of many ancient monuments in the landscape. 

A number of these sites are publicly accessible. Please note in most circumstances the land 

is not in the ownership of Manx National Heritage and visits are made at your own risk.  

 

We recognise that visiting the Island’s ancient monuments in the countryside can present 

difficulties for people with disabilities. We have prepared an access guide for visiting 

Maughold Head to help you plan your visit. This access guide does not contain personal 

opinions as to suitability for those with access needs, but aims to accurately describe the en-

vironment at the site.  

 

Introduction 

 Bronze Age Cairn (man-made stone mound) 

 c.2000 – 500BC 

 Close to village, church, well and walks 

 

Located beside the picturesque village of Maughold, the steep headland has been used as a 

defensive position since at least the Bronze Age, with local copper and iron deposits  

attracting people to the area since prehistoric times. On Maughold Head are the remains of 

a defensive rampart, a Viking watch house and a Bronze Age cairn. Stones from these older 

features have been used in the construction of a larger modern cairn.  Other points of  

interest in the area are Maughold lighthouse, visible from the Cairn, Maughold Church and 

its Celtic crosses, St Maughold’s Well and access to the Raad ny Foillan and Maughold 

Brooghs coastal walks. 
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Getting to Maughold Head Bronze Age Cairn 

Grid Map reference – SC 4955 9168  

 

By Car: From Ramsey - Follow the A2 coast road towards Laxey. After crossing the tram 

tracks at Ballure, take the next left turning, signposted Maughold and follow the road for 

3.5km until you reach Maughold Village. 

 

From Douglas – Travel to Ramsey via Mountain Road, then follow directions above OR travel 

from Douglas via Laxey on the A2 coast road. Pass Glen Mona and turn right at the top of 

the long rise onto the A15 Hibernian/Ballafayle Road. Follow the road for approximately 3.5 

miles, bearing right at Ballajora until you reach Maughold Village. 

 

There are a number of parking options. The village hall has a parking area and public toilets 

and can be found of the Ramsey side of the village and there are parking spaces around the 

village green. Alternatively drive past the green, towards the church and take the narrow 

sharp left-hand turn beside the church gates. Follow this road around the churchyard, bear 

left and then turn left at the sign for Maughold Head. Pass the uphill path to the right which 

leads to Maughold Head and proceed to the large parking and turning area a short distance 

beyond it. 

 

By Bus – Route 16 from Ramsey. The bus stops beside the village green in Maughold, the 

journey time is approximately 27 mins. 

 

For more detailed information and timetable please see  www.iombusandrail.info.  

 

If you arrive or park in the village, walk though the churchyard until you reach a kissing gate 

on the far side, not far from the Hall Caine Monument. Walk up the road towards Maughold 

Head and turn left. A winding path with irregular and steep steps leads to the cairn. There 

are a number of benches along the route to rest or admire the view. 
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Maughold Village with green and gates to the church. The bus stop is beside the flagpole. 

 

 

Map showing details of Maughold Head area 
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Access for Visitors 

There is vehicular access to the base of Maughold Head Cairn, the monument is not visible 

from the road and the path is not suitable for wheelchairs.  

 

 

Rough track leading to Maughold Head Cairn and car park 

 

Maughold Head car park 
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Very steep path and steps from track to Maughold Head cairn 

 

The roadway leading to Maughold Head Cairn and its parking area is a narrow, one track 

lane which is uneven in places and rises gently once past the church. The pathway to the  

monument is very steep, with winding, uneven steps. There are a number of benches on the 

ascent to allow for a rest. The summit of Maughold Head Cairn is rocky and uneven with 

loose stones and steep drops away from the summit. Please follow the same path both onto 

and off the site. 

 

 

Uneven ground at top of Maughold Head cairn 
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Also in the area 

   

Gates at front of Maughold Church, pathways lead to a kissing gate at rear of churchyard 

which gives access to track to Maughold Head Cairn 

 

 Maughold Church/Churchyard 

 Early Christian Monastery 

 Early Christian and Viking carved stone crosses 

 Late medieval parish church 

Some of the architecture of the church dates back to 12th century, although this is mostly 

concealed now. The church is usually accessible during the day. The churchyard contains the 

remains of two early Christian keeills (churches) and there was once a monastery on the 

site. Along the path from the right of the entrance gate is a shelter containing a collection of 

carved Celtic crosses, which is open to visitors. 

 

There is a pathway around the graveyard and while the ground slopes in paces, the slopes 

are fairly gentle. The churchyard is accessed from the village green by 2 metal gates. The 

rear of the churchyard has a metal kissing gate allowing access to Maughold head. 
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St Maughold’s Well 

Once known for its medicinal powers, St Maughold Well is a small natural spring located 

beyond the Maughold Head Car Park. It is reached via an unmarked grassy path, which is 

very steep and could be slippery, then by a series of steep, uneven steps.  

 

Maughold Lighthouse 

The lighthouse can be viewed from Maughold cairn, alternatively when travelling from the 

church towards Maughold head, go straight on instead of turning left until you reach a small 

parking area with interpretation boards. The lighthouse and associated building can be seen 

from here but are located on private property. 

 

There are no facilities at the sites themselves, however there are public toilets beside the 

village hall, located on Ramsey side of Maughold Village. 

 

A visit to Maughold Head links well with a number of other heritage locations in the area, 

such as Ballafayle Cairn and Cashtal yn Ard. These further sites are in more remote, rural 

locations with less traffic but a greater chance of encountering livestock and wildlife.  

 

Please see separate Access Guides for these and other Manx National Heritage sites. 
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Further Information: 

Please observe the Isle of Man Country Code when visiting ancient monuments in the land-

scape. This is to protect yourselves, the wildlife, farm animals, and to preserve the natural 

beauty of the Manx countryside.  

 

Please remember that you are responsible for your own safety and for others in your care, 

so dress appropriately, wear stout footwear, be prepared for changes in weather and other 

events. We recommend letting someone else know where you are going and when you ex-

pect to return. Remember to bring your mobile phone with you, but don’t assume you will 

always get reception at some of the more remote sites. 

 

If you would like to speak to a member of our team about visiting Maughold Head Bronze 

Age Cairn or other ancient monument sites please email: enquiries@mnh.im. 

 

For more detailed information about the site please see ‘A Guide to the Archaeological Sites 

of the Isle of Man up to 1500AD’ by Andrew Johnson and Allison Fox (Culture Vannin, 2017), 

available to purchase from the Manx Museum  Gallery Shop and online: 

www.manxnationalheritage.im 

mailto:enquiries@mnh.im
http://www.manxnationalheritage.im/

