Manx National Heritage
Eiraght Ashoonagh Vannin
Access Guide to King Orry’s Grave, Laxey

Manx National Heritage has the guardianship of many ancient monuments in the landscape.
A number of these sites are publicly accessible. Please note in most circumstances the land
is not in the ownership of Manx National Heritage and visits are made at your own risk. We
recognise that visiting the Island’s ancient monuments in the countryside can present
difficulties for people with disabilities.

We have prepared an access guide for visiting King Orry’s Grave in Laxey to help you plan
your visit. This access guide does not contain personal opinions as to suitability for those
with access needs but aims to accurately describe the environment at the site.

Introduction

¢ Neolithic Chambered Long Cairns
e Approximately 6000 years old
e Two sites separated by the modern road

Despite being surrounded by later developments, King Orry’s Grave is one of the most
complete of the Island’s megaliths (stone monuments). The site comprises two sections,
East and West, separated by a road. It is unclear whether they were ever connected.

King Orry’s Grave (East) was partially destroyed during the construction of the neighbouring
house during the 1800s. Stones mark the edge of the cairn (man-made stone mound) which
once covered the burial chambers. An arc of taller stones partially encloses a semi-circular
forecourt and dry-stone walls, approximately 1.5 metres high in places, indicate the cairns
original height. At the centre, 2 stones form an entrance leading into the first of three
surviving burial chambers. The chambers were originally roofed with slabs, then buried
beneath the cairn. The stone lying in front of the tomb entrance may once have been the
lintel. The remains of burnt animal bones, Neolithic (Stone Age) tool fragments and pottery
have been found in the area.

King Orry’s Grave (West) lies across the road and is accessed by a path which leads around a
private house called ‘Gretch Lea’. The layout is similar to King Orry’s Grave (East). The site
has a forecourt, the remains of a curved facade and the three-metre-tall ‘King Orry’s Stone’
which forms part of the entrance to the burial chamber. The chambers were originally
roofed over and covered by a cairn. The chamber nearest to the house is constructed from
massive slabs and is probably the first structure on the site with the leaning portal stones
being the original entrance. Two additional chambers, built from smaller slabs and with
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flagged floors, are from a later stage of construction. King Orry’s Grave was probably built
about 6000 years ago and evidence shows that the monument was still being used 1000
years later. Despite the name, there is little evidence to link these sites with the semi-
legendary King Orry.

Getting to King Orry’s Grave

Grid Reference - SC 4388 8438 (Sat Nav — IM4 7PE)

King Orry’s Grave is situated in Laxey in the East of the Isle of Man, approx. 7 miles from
Douglas and 8 miles from Ramsey. It is a publicly accessible site in 2 parts, one of which can
be viewed from the road.

King Orry’s Grave The red arrow shows the East site, the yellow arrow shows the entrance
to the path leading to the West site

By Car:

From Douglas — Follow the A2 through Baldrine to Laxey. After the Fairy Cottage garage,
turn right down Old Laxey Hill, pass over the Bridge and travel up Minorca Hill. From the
stop sign, go straight on at the crossroads and onto Ballaragh Road (B11).

From Ramsey — Follow the A2 through Glen Mona to Laxey. On entering Laxey, turn right at
the first crossroads onto Ballaragh Road (B11). King Orry’s Grave (East) is located on the
right (approximately 50m) up this road. King Orry’s Grave (West) lies opposite on the left,
accessed via a footpath behind the house ‘Gretch Lea’. There is roadside parking at the site.
Please see ‘Access for Visitors’ section for more details.
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By bus: Route 3/3a There is a bus stop approximately 60m from King Orry’s Grave, located
beside the crossroads of Minorca Hill/Ballaragh Road and the A2 Ramsey to Douglas road.
The A2, which can be busy, must crossed if arriving from Ramsey or departing for Douglas.
The bus journey time from both Douglas and Ramsey is approximately 30 minutes.

For more detailed information and timetable please see www.iombusandrail.info.

When you arrive, walk up Ballaragh Road - a moderately steep road with no pavements.
Please see ‘Access for Visitors’ section for more details.

Ballaragh Road has no pavements and usually has parked cars on one side
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Access for Visitors

There is vehicular access to King Orry’s Grave, with limited on-road parking on one side of
the road. King Orry’s Grave (East) can be seen from the road, King Orry’s Grave (West)
cannot. The sites are located on a moderately steep hill without pavements. This is not a
rural location.
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King Orry’s Grave (East) is visible from the road, the site is grass covered and uneven
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King Orry’s Grave (East) is on a small, raised grassed area, accessed by 8 shallow stone
steps, which could be a slip hazard in wet conditions and have no handrails. There are no
gates or stiles. It is surrounded on 3 sides by houses and walls. The ground is uneven with
exposed stones in places.

Kihg Orry’s Grave (East) |
The ground is uneven with stones protruding from the grass in places

King Orry’s Grave (West) is accessed via a bricked path whose entrance is somewhat
obstructed by a standing stone. The path is level, shaded and a little mossy — it could be
slippery in wet conditions. The path winds directly around the house and leads to the small,
enclosed site beyond. The ground is grass covered, uneven in places with protruding rocks
and could be slippery. The site slopes quite steeply down to the right, where the river below
can be seen and heard. This slope is fenced off.
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Entrance to bathway Iéédin‘g to Klné Orry s Grave (Wéét); ‘T'hérebls a Manx National
Heritage sign on the wall, indicated by the red arrow
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King Orry’s Grave (West) is grass covered and uneven in places with protruding stones

Both sites have interpretation boards with further information.
There are no toilets or visitor facilities, although these can be found nearby in Laxey.
King Orry’s Grave link well in terms of era with further heritage locations in the area, such as

Cashtal Yn Ard and Ballafayle Cairn. Please see separate Access Guides for these and other
Manx National Heritage sites.
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Further Information:

Please observe the Isle of Man Country Code when visiting ancient monuments in the
landscape. This is to protect yourselves, the wildlife, farm animals, and to preserve the
natural beauty of the Manx countryside.

Please remember that you are responsible for your own safety and for others in your care,
so dress appropriately, wear stout footwear, be prepared for changes in weather and other
events. We recommend letting someone else know where you are going and when you
expect to return. Remember to bring your mobile phone with you, but don’t assume you
will always get reception at some of the more remote sites.

If you would like to speak to a member of our team about visiting King Orry’s Grave or other
ancient monument sites please email: enquiries@mnh.im.

For more detailed information about the site please see ‘A Guide to the Archaeological Sites
of the Isle of Man up to 1500AD’ by Andrew Johnson and Allison Fox (Culture Vannin, 2017),
available to purchase from the Manx Museum Gallery Shop and online:
www.manxnationalheritage.im

*If you see any evidence of disturbance or damage during your visit please inform Manx
National Heritage as soon as possible*
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