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Access Guide to Kerroogarroo Fort, Andreas 

 

Manx National Heritage has the guardianship of many ancient monuments in the landscape. 

A number of these sites are publicly accessible. Please note in most circumstances the land 

is not in the ownership of Manx National Heritage and visits are made at your own risk.  

 

We recognise that visiting the Island’s ancient monuments in the countryside can present 

difficulties for people with disabilities. We have prepared an access guide for visiting 

Kerroogarroo Fort to help you plan your visit. This access guide does not contain personal 

opinions as to suitability for those with access needs, but aims to accurately describe the 

environment at the site. 

 

Introduction 

 17th Century Civil War Fort/Earthwork 

 

This large star-shaped earthwork was built in the 17th century by John Stanley, Earl of Derby 

and Lord of Man. It was constructed before he left to fight for the King in the English Civil 

War. It is believed that there was one a wooden stockade around the top, providing 

protection to any soldiers inside. Its location might seem unusual, but when it was built, the 

surrounding land would have been much more marshy and any army wishing to move from 

Ramsey to Peel on dry land would have had to pass this site. The fort was surrendered to 

parliamentary forces in 1651. The fort offers wonderful views of the surrounding landscape. 

There is lots of wildlife in the area, including buzzards. 
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Getting to Kerroogarroo Fort 

Grid reference – SC 4055 9698  

Located near Andreas in the north of the Island, Kerroogarroo Fort is approximately 4 miles 

from Ramsey and approximately 16 miles from Douglas. It is a publicly accessible site. It 

cannot be viewed from the road.  

 

By Car: From Ramsey – turn off the (A9) Bowring Road and follow the (A13) Jurby Road for 

approximately 7 miles. After St Jude’s Church, turn right into the (A17) St Jude’s road. The 

gate which gives access to Kerroogarroo Fort can be tricky to spot and is on the right, 

approximately 0.5 miles from the crossroads on the right 

 

From Douglas/South – Navigate to Sulby on the TT course. At the end of the Sulby Straight, 

turn left onto the (A17) St Jude’s Road. Go straight on after the stop sign at St Jude’s 

crossroads. The gate which gives access to Kerroogarroo Fort can be tricky to spot and is on 

the right, approximately 0.5 miles from the crossroads on the right. 

 

There is no parking at the site. There is a lay-by on the left approximately 0.2 miles after St 

Jude’s crossroads with space for approximately 2 to 3 cars. Alternatively, take the next right 

after the site where there are ample spaces on the (B7) Regaby Road. 

  

By bus: Route 17K/18K. The closest bus stop to site is at St Jude’s crossroads, approximately 

0.5 mile from the fort.  

 

For more detailed information and timetable please see www.iombusandrail.info. 

When you arrive, walk up the gently sloping pavement. The (A17) St Jude’s Road has a 

pavement on only one side. The first half is covered in tarmac and fairly smooth, the second 

half, closer to the site, is narrow, untarmacked, and uneven. 
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Access for Visitors 

 

The (A17) St Jude’s Road is curved with narrow, unfinished pavements outside the site 

which do not offer a parking space in the immediate area. There is a lay-by on the left 

approximately 0.2 miles after St Jude’s crossroads with space for approximately 2 to 3 cars. 

Alternatively, take the next right after the site where there are ample spaces on the (B7) 

Regaby Road. Please see the next illustration. 

    

 

The red arrows indicate possible parking places 1 and 2, the blue circle indicates the 

nearest bus stop, the yellow stars indicate the entrance to the site and the path across the 

fields. 
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Parking Place 1 

 

The traffic can be quite fast along this winding road, so take care if crossing. The entrance to 

the site is marked by a green sign, which can be difficult to spot, especially if approaching 

from the north.  

 

Green sign indicating entrance to Kerroogarroo Ancient Fort and narrow, uneven 

pavement outside the site 
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The entrance gate onto the site and the flat grass field which leads to the second gate, 

which may already be open 

 

The ground beyond the gate is grassed and somewhat uneven, but fairly flat. Keep to the 

hedge and walk to the next gate. 
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Second field and signpost to fort 

 

Continue across the second field, keeping the hedge to your right and the electric 

fenceposts to your left, until you reach the signpost. There is a QR code here which provides 

an audio guide to the site. Access to the site is by either gate or stile and the ground beyond 

can be quite boggy. 
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The gate and stile which allow access to the site and the steep slope to the top 

 

 

The slope to the top of the fort is short but steep. Once on top there is a pathway through 

the bracken around the perimeter of the fort and a pathway through the middle. It can be 

sometimes be quite overgrown.  
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The pathways around and across the top of the fort 

 

 

Further Information: 

Please observe the Isle of Man Country Code when visiting ancient monuments in the 

landscape. This is to protect yourselves, the wildlife, farm animals, and to preserve the 

natural beauty of the Manx countryside.  

 

Please remember that you are responsible for your own safety and for others in your care, 

so dress appropriately, wear stout footwear, be prepared for changes in weather and other 

events. We recommend letting someone else know where you are going and when you 

expect to return. Remember to bring your mobile phone with you, but don’t assume you 

will always get reception at some of the more remote sites. 

 

If you would like to speak to a member of our team about visiting Kerroogarroo Fort or 

other ancient monument sites please email: enquiries@mnh.im. 

 

For more detailed information about the site please see ‘A Guide to the Archaeological Sites 

of the Isle of Man up to 1500AD’ by Andrew Johnson and Allison Fox (Culture Vannin, 2017), 

available to purchase from the Manx Museum  Gallery Shop and online: 

www.manxnationalheritage.im 
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