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Access Guide to Close ny Chollagh 

Manx National Heritage has the guardianship of many ancient monuments in the landscape. 

A number of these sites are publicly accessible. Please note in most circumstances the land 

is not in the ownership of Manx National Heritage and visits are made at your own risk. 

 

We recognise that visiting the Island’s ancient monuments can present difficulties for 

people with disabilities. We have prepared an access guide for visiting Close ny Chollagh to 

help you plan your visit. This access guide does not contain personal opinions as to 

suitability for those with access needs, but aims to accurately describe the environment at 

the site. 

 

Introduction 

First constructed during the early Iron Age, Close ny Chollagh was a promontory fort whose 

purpose was to protect the vulnerable south coast of the island. Despite a modern field 

boundary causing some confusion, excavations revealed that the first defences fell into 

disrepair, before being enlarged and upgraded during the late Iron Age – the remains of 

which remain visible today. The site fell out of use again until the Medieval period, when a 

rectangular building was constructed inside the fort. This building had no hearth or 

domestic items, suggesting that it was not a permanent dwelling, but shelter for the men on 

coastal watch duty. Items found at the site can be seen in the Manx Museum 

 

Getting to Close ny Chollagh 

Map Reference: SC 2458 6710 

By Car: From Castletown, travel along the A5 towards Port Erin for approximately 1.5km. 

Pass the (A28) right hand turn to Ballabeg and continue for 200m. Take the next left turn, 

signposted “Pooil Vaaish Quarry”. Please be aware, this road is narrow with few lay-bys 

available and is used by tractors and agricultural vehicles, for which you might have to make 

way.  
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After approximately 400m, there is space for parking on the right beside the entrance to the 

Chapel Hill / Balladoole heritage site. If parking here, you will have to walk 700m down the 

road. Alternatively, continue past Balladoole to the end of the road, where there is a parking 

space available to the left (pictured below).  

 

The parking space, available at the end of the road 

 

From the end of the road, continue left along the path through the farming buildings. There 

are several gateways along this path. Please ensure that these are left closed/open in 

accordance to how they were found.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A gateway on the path to Close ny Chollagh 
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At the end of this path is a stile. Once you have crossed this stile, you are adjacent to the 

site. 

 

 

The stile, marking the entrance to Close ny Chollagh 

 

By Bus: The route between Castletown and Port Erin, the A5, is a main bus route. Please 

visit www.iombusandrail.im for more information.  

 

There is no official stop near Close ny Chollagh. You will have to ask to be dropped off at the 

top of Fisher’s Hill, close to the Pooil Vaaish Quarry road. Once dropped off, make your way 

towards the Pooil Vaaish Quarry road (entrance pictured below). From here, the walk to the 

site is approximately two kilometres. The first kilometre is along single-track farm roads, 

which are decently paved and easy to walk down. At the end of the road, bear left. The next 

stretch of the path is more difficult to traverse, particularly in the latter part (pictured 

below). At the end of the path, you will reach a stile (pictured above) which marks the 

entrance to the site. 

 

http://www.iombusandrail.im/
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The entrance to the Pooil Vaaish Quarry road 

  



 

5 
 

 

Access for Visitors 

There is no vehicular access to Close ny Chollagh, parking is only available some distance 

away. 

 

There are no toilets of visitor facilities at the site. 

 

There is virtual interpretation present at the site, by means of a QR code. A smartphone and 

internet connection will be required to utilise this at the site. 

 

The final part of the path, leading towards the stile, is the most difficult part to traverse. It is 

rocky and uneven (pictured below). Please ensure you use caution whilst you are walking 

down this part of the path, as it can be easy to trip and fall. 

 

The groundwork leading towards Close ny Chollagh 
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Further Information 

Please observe the Isle of Man Country Code when visiting ancient monuments in the 

landscape. This is to protect yourselves, the wildlife, farm animals, and to preserve the 

natural beauty of the Manx countryside.  

 

Please remember that you are responsible for your own safety and for others in your care, 

so dress appropriately, wear stout footwear, be prepared for changes in weather and other 

events. We recommend letting someone else know where you are going and when you 

expect to return. Remember to bring your mobile phone with you, but don’t assume you 

will always get reception at some of the more remote sites.  

 

If you would like to speak to a member of our team about visiting Close ny Chollagh or other 

ancient monument sites please email: enquiries@mnh.im. For more detailed information 

about the site please see ‘A Guide to the Archaeological Sites of the Isle of Man up to 

1500AD’ by Andrew Johnson and Allison Fox (Culture Vannin, 2017), available to purchase 

from the Manx Museum Gallery Shop and online: www.manxnationalheritage.im  

 

mailto:enquiries@mnh.im
http://www.manxnationalheritage.im/

