Access Guide to the Broogh Fort
Manx National Heritage has the guardianship of many ancient monuments in the landscape.
A number of these sites are publicly accessible. Please note in most circumstances the land
is not in the ownership of Manx National Heritage and visits are made at your own risk.

We recognise that visiting the Island’s ancient monuments can present difficulties for
people with disabilities. We have prepared an access guide for visiting the Broogh Fort to
help you plan your visit. This access guide does not contain personal opinions as to
suitability for those with access needs, but aims to accurately describe the environment at
the site.

Introduction
No thorough archaeological investigation of the Broogh Fort has yet been conducted
therefore its true nature and purpose remains unclear. The site consists of a large, flat
topped mound 20m in diameter and 4m high, surrounded by an 8m wide ditch. There are
further banks and ditches to the south and east. No structures remain on the central
mound. It is likely that the mound is a Medieval motte – an artificial hill on which a small
castle or defensive structure would have stood. Other possibilities are that it may have been
a Bronze Age burial site or an Iron Age ringfort, later converted into a motte.
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Getting to the Broogh Fort
Map Reference: SC 3154 7436

The Broogh Fort

By Car: From Douglas, follow the A5 towards Castletown for approximately 5km. Pass the
turning for the Mount Murray Hotel on the right. After 500m, turn right and follow the
Moaney Road (U67) for 1km. This road is quite narrow. Go straight on at the staggered
crossroads at the Rheast. There is a small parking area available (pictured below). Please do
not block the gateways. After parking, walk towards the Clay Pigeon Range. A green gate on
the right-hand side provides access to the site (pictured below).
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A parking space, located right before the entrance to the site

Another option for parking, located on Moaney Road
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By Bus:
A number of routes run between Douglas and Castletown, which currently include
1/1A/2/2A/11/12/12A. Please visit www.iombusandrail.im for more details. The journey
time from Douglas is approximately 15 minutes and from Castletown approximately 20
minutes.

For Broogh Fort, disembark at Newtown, Old Chapel. There are bus stops on both the North
and South bound carriageways. If arriving from Douglas, please cross the road safely,
utilising the crossing island located next to the bus stop. Walk down Moaney Road for
approximately 10-15 minutes. Please be aware of passing cars as there is not always a
pavement available. At the bottom of Moaney Road, bear right and continue until you reach
the junction, then follow the signs for the Clay Pigeon Range. At the next junction, walk
straight on, and you will see the green gate which allows entrance to the Broogh Fort
(pictured above).

Access for Visitors
There is no vehicular access to the top of the Broogh Fort, although there is a parking space
directly in front of the gate.

There are no toilets or visitor facilities at the site. The interpretation at the site is minimal,
with only a small plaque on display.

The site is enclosed by a green gate, please ensure that this gate is properly closed before
you leave.

After entering the site, the Broogh Fort is 20 feet away. Please note, however, that the
layout of the site (being a mound, surrounded by a ditch, surrounded by a mound, which is
itself surrounded by another ditch) does make getting to the centre somewhat difficult.
Although it is easy to go around the mound, to the right-hand side, where the
ground is smoother.
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The ditch surrounding the Broogh Fort
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Further Information
Please observe the Isle of Man Country Code when visiting ancient monuments in the
landscape. This is to protect yourselves, the wildlife, farm animals, and to preserve the
natural beauty of the Manx countryside.

Please remember that you are responsible for your own safety and for others in your care,
so dress appropriately, wear stout footwear, be prepared for changes in weather and other
events. We recommend letting someone else know where you are going and when you
expect to return. Remember to bring your mobile phone with you, but don’t assume you
will always get reception at some of the more remote sites.

If you would like to speak to a member of our team about visiting the Broogh Fort or other
ancient monument sites please email: enquiries@mnh.im.

For more detailed information about the site please see ‘A Guide to the Archaeological Sites
of the Isle of Man up to 1500AD’ by Andrew Johnson and Allison Fox (Culture Vannin, 2017),
available to purchase from the Manx Museum Gallery Shop and online:
www.manxnationalheritage.im
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