The Manx Museum
A Visual Story

Welcome to the Manx Museum
The Manx Museum is in Douglas.
It has galleries with objects and information
about the history of the Isle of Man.
There is a car park. Or you can park on the
roads nearby. You will need to display a
parking disc.
The Museum is 10-15 walk from Douglas Bus
Station
The Museum is free to enter.
No food or drink is allowed in the Museum
galleries.

Entrance
Most people enter the Manx Museum
through two glass automatic doors.
In the Museum you will see our Visitor Service
team around the museum galleries.
They dress in white and black. They wear a
name badge and carry a radio.

If you need help or want to ask a question
please ask them.
Sometimes our staff will wear a facemask.
This is to keep you and then safe.

Reception
When you enter the Museum you will see this
reception desk.
Our Visitor Service people will say ‘Hello’ and
they might ask if you want any help.
You may be asked to clean your hands using
the hand sanitiser.

There is also a cloakroom where you can leave
your coat or bag.
You can pick up a map of the museum at
reception. It is free.
You enter the museum galleries through this
set of double doors.
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The Museum Galleries
There is no set route to follow in the Museum.
You can explore the galleries in any order.
There are seats in most galleries.
Most people start in the Art Gallery. It is next
to the main entrance.
The Art Gallery is quite dimly lit to help
protect the paintings.
It is a quiet gallery.
You exit the gallery through a set of brown
double doors. There is a push button to help
open the doors.

The Giant Deer
One of our most popular objects in the
Museum is the skeleton of a Giant Deer.
It is roughly 12,300 years old.
The Giant Deer is in the Geology Gallery.
The gallery is brightly lit.
There are geology rocks that you can touch.
There is a touch screen to help you learn
about the geology of the Isle of Man. The
touch screen has no sound.

The Archaeology Galleries
The Museum has lots of archaeology objects
on display.
The pre-historic archaeology gallery is quite
dark.
It is a quiet gallery.
There are lots of labels to read and objects to
look at.

The Viking Gallery
The Viking Gallery has lots of objects to see including swords, treasure and skeletons.
There is a life sized model of a Viking man,
Viking woman and a horse.
There are touch screens to help visitors learn
more about the Vikings on the Isle of Man.
They have no sounds.
The gallery is bright and colourful with
photographs and models showing how Vikings
lived, worked and fought.

Films
At the back of the Viking gallery is a film about
the history of Tynwald.
It plays continuously and has sound.
Lots of the Museum galleries have short
history films about the Isle of Man.
Some of the films have sound.
Some of the films play continuously.
Some start playing when you walk past.

Social History Galleries
Our social history galleries have lots of objects
and reconstructions to help you learn more
about the history of the Isle of Man.

There are films in the galleries. Some have
sound.
There are different light levels. Some galleries
are dark and some are light.

Social History Galleries
To enter the tourism gallery visitors walk up a
wooden gang plank – to pretend you are
walking onto a boat.

When you walk on the gang plank a loud
boat’s horn will suddenly sound. This is
activated by you walking on the floor.
If you do not like the loud noise you can get to
the tourism gallery from the Natural History
Gallery instead.

Mann at War Gallery
Our military history gallery contains lots of
objects about the Isle of Man’s role in the
wars.

It has uniforms on display. They are on plastic
stands. There are no mannequins.
There are reconstructions to show what life
was like in the past.
There are touch screens to help visitors learn
more. They have no sounds.
It is a brightly lit gallery.

The Natural History Gallery
Our Natural History Gallery contains lots of
taxidermy animals and birds. It also has
animal skeletons.

There are hands on activities – for example a
pinball machine.
There are touch screens to help visitors learn
more. They make animal and bird noises and
play short films.
There are films playing in the gallery. Some
have nature sounds.

There are sounds of bird song, sea noises and
other nature noises playing continuously in
the gallery.
It is a darkly lit gallery.
We can turn the sounds off if you would like.
Please speak to our visitor service team.

The Quiet Room
There is a quiet room in the Natural History
Gallery.
It has a sofa and chair.
The door can be closed and locked.
It has different lights. There is a twinkling
ceiling light.
Anyone can use this room if they would like a
rest.

Toilets
There is a unisex accessible toilet at the main
entrance.
It has no hand electric dryer.
There are female toilets near to the shop. It
has a loud electric hand dryer.
There are male toilets near to the shop. It has
a loud electric hand dryer.

Changing Place Toilet
We have a Changing Place toilet for visitors
with complex needs or for people who need
more space and time to use the toilet.

It is near the shop and the Natural History
Gallery.

Stairs & Lifts
Most of the Museum’s galleries are on one
level.
There are some stairs to visit the café,
exhibition gallery and library.
There are platform lifts to help visitors who
cannot use the stairs.

The top photo shows the stairs leading to the
exhibition gallery and café.
The bottom photo shows the lift you can use
instead.
Our visitor service team can help you use the
lifts.

Stairs & Lifts
Most of the Museum’s galleries are on the
ground floor. There are no steps.
There are a small number of stairs to access
the café, the temporary exhibition gallery and
the library.
There are platform lifts to help visitors who
cannot use the stairs.
The top photo shows the stairs leading to the
café and exhibition gallery.
The bottom photo shows the stairs leading to
the library. It also shows the lift you can use
instead.
Our visitor service team can help you use the
lifts.

Café
We have a small café in the Museum.
It is open when the Museum is open.

It serves light meals and drinks.
There are statues of famous Manx people in
the café.
The café is near to the temporary exhibition
gallery.
Sometimes food from the café can be smelt in
the nearby galleries.

Visitors cannot eat their own food or drink in
the museum galleries.

Library & Reading Room
The Manx Museum has a library and reading
room.
People can research history in the reading
room.
It is open Wednesday-Saturday 10am-4pm.
There are laptops for internet research.

Our staff will ask you to leave your coat and /
or bag in a locker.
No pens, food or drink are allowed in the
room.

The Museum Shop
The Museum has a gift shop.
It sells Manx-made products and souvenirs.
The shop plays background music.
It is brightly lit.

Shop Entrance
There is another entrance to the Museum.
It is up some steps and there is a revolving
door at the top.
This entrance leads to the Museum Shop.
Our visitor service team will say ‘hello’ and
ask if you need any help.

Special Note:
Building Works
There is a new gallery being built underneath
the Museum.
The new gallery will be about the history of
the TT Motorbike races.
During 2021 and 2022 you might hear
buildings noises and smell building smells
when you visit the museum.
This is a picture of what the gallery might look
like.

Sensory Backpacks
We have some sensory fidget backpacks that
can be borrowed when you visit.
The backpack contains:
 Hand puppet
 Magnifying glass
 Rainbow fidget toy
 Ear defenders
 Sand timer (10 minutes)
 Tactile balls
 Wind up torch
 Sensory gel tube
The backpacks are four different colours.
Please ask for them at reception. Or you can
book in advance by emailing
enquiries@mnh.im.

