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Access Guide to Cronk Keeill Abban (Old Tynwald Site) 

Manx National Heritage has the guardianship of many ancient monuments in the landscape. 

A number of these sites are publicly accessible. Please note in most circumstances the land 

is not in the ownership of Manx National Heritage and visits are made at your own risk.  

We recognise that visiting the Island’s ancient monuments in the countryside can present 

difficulties for people with disabilities. We have prepared an access guide for visiting Cronk 

Keeill Abban (Old Tynwald Site) to help you plan your visit. This access guide does not 

contain personal opinions as to suitability for those with access needs, but aims to 

accurately describe the environment at the site.  

Introduction 

Cronk Keeill Abban in Braddan is the site of an Early Christian Keeill and was a former Viking 

assembly site. It is one of four historically recorded assembly sites in the Isle of Man – the 

others being Tynwald Hill, Castle Rushen and another in Kirk Michael. The earliest written 

reference to this being a Tynwald site dates from 1429. At this Tynwald sitting the record 

states that ‘trial by combat’ was abolished.   

 

The word Tynwald comes from the Norse thingvollr, meaning place of the parliament or 

assembly field.  The annual meeting held at Tynwald Hill in St John’s would have been the 

“all-Island” meeting – smaller local groups would have met elsewhere throughout the year. 

 

The exact location of the assembly site is not clear, and the present circular dry stone 

enclosure was constructed in 1929 to commemorate its existence. A burial mound may have 

acted as a focus for the assembly, much as at Tynwald Hill, but no trace of this survives. A 

cross slab and lintel graves at St Luke’s Church may indicate the location of Keeill Abban, the 

landmark for which the mound was named.  
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Getting to Cronk Keeill Abban (Old Tynwald Site) 

Grid Reference SC 3617 8245 

By Car: From Douglas the journey time is c. 20 minutes. At Braddan Bridge turn tight 

towards Nobles Hospital and the Strang (A23). Pass the hospital and at the Strang 

crossroads (1.5km) head straight on for Mount Rule and Crosby (A23). At Mount Rule (1km) 

turn right towards Baldwin (B22). At Baldwin (2.5km) turn right for St Luke’s Church (1.5km). 

Park on the rough track (part of the Millennium Way) by the church and follow the track 

north-eastwards.  

Parking area outside St Luke’s Church 

By bus: There is no bus route serving St Luke’s Church.  
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Access for Visitors 

There is no vehicular access to Cronk Keeill Abban (Old Tynwald Site) and it cannot be seen 

from the road. 

From St Luke’s Church follow the rough green lane track heading north-eastwards.  

The track is uneven and it is a moderate uphill climb. 

After 200m turn left onto a stepped stile. Climb the stile and walk a further 25m uphill to 

reach the site. 

There are no toilets or visitor facilities at the site. 

See photographs below for details of the track conditions: 
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Rough, uneven greenway path/road leading to Cronk Keeill Abban (Old Tynwald Site) 
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Stepped stile leading to the site (no hand rails) 

Uneven path leading up to the site from the stile 
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Cronk Keeill Abban (Old Tynwald Site) 

Further Information: 

Please observe the Isle of Man Country Code when visiting ancient monuments in the 

landscape. This is to protect yourselves, the wildlife, farm animals, and to preserve the 

natural beauty of the Manx countryside.  

Please remember that you are responsible for your own safety and for others in your care, 

so dress appropriately, wear stout footwear, be prepared for changes in weather and other 

events. We recommend letting someone else know where you are going and when you 

expect to return. Remember to bring your mobile phone with you, but don’t assume you 

will always get reception at some of the more remote sites. 

If you would like to speak to a member of our team about visiting the Cronk Keeill Abban 

(Old Tynwald Site) or other ancient monument sites please email: enquiries@mnh.im. 

For more detailed information about the site please see ‘A Guide to the Archaeological Sites 

of the Isle of Man up to 1500AD’ by Andrew Johnson and Allison Fox (Culture Vannin, 2017), 

available to purchase from the Manx Museum  Gallery Shop and online: 

www.manxnationalheritage.im 
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