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Preliminary visits

It is strongly recommended that teachers making visits

to the Castle Rushen, should make a preliminary visit

by themselves. By using this guide during a preliminary

visit, a working knowledge of the display areas can be

gained.

If you wish to make a preliminary visit, simply indicate

this on your permit application form for your class

general visit.

Education Room

Castle Rushen has a small education reception room in

the Outer Gatehouse which can accomodate a group

of twenty to thirty. Please indicate on your permit

application form if you wish to use it.
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Introduction

Castle Rushen in the sixteenth century was both a

fortress which, along with Peel Castle, directed the

Island's defences, and one of the several homes of its

owners, the Stanley family, Earls of Derby and Lords of

Mann and the Isles. It was the centre of civil

government for the Isle of Man.
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The Fortress

Warfare had been changed by the introduction of

gunpowder and cannon. Castle Rushen's defences were

made stronger by the building of a glacis, a stone-faced

solid sloping outer defensive wall to protect the

curtain wall inside from direct hits.The glacis had three

round towers on which were placed cannon to add to

the defensive fire power.

The inner gate house and upper rooms of the North

Tower were used by the Lord's garrison, with some of

the officers having living quarters there, while the

soldiers were billeted in Castletown. Many were from

Lancashire where the Stanley family's major land

holdings at Lathom and Knowsley were, although

names in the Garrison Roll of 1428 indicated that

several were from the Isle of Man.

There were no direct attacks on the Isle of Man during

the sixteenth century and so the Castle defences were

not called into operation.
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Government

The Stanleys did not live in

the Isle of Man and, apart

from occasional visits in

person, ruled through their

resident Governors (Captains

or Lieutenants were other

titles) who were guided by the

advice given by the Lord's

Council, including the

Attorney.Another official of

the Council was the

Comptroller who managed

the Lord's revenues and the

Household accounts.The

Receivers, one each for Castle

Rushen and Peel Castle, were

responsible for repairs to and

provisions for the Castles and

received the Lord's revenues from lesser officials for

depositing in the Lord's Treasury.

The Tynwald Court, with Council members and the

Keys, could meet twice a year when 'greate matters

and high points' were decided, .There were other

Courts, one of which was the Great Enquest where

twelve men chosen from the six sheadings reported on

any abuses of the Lord's rights and privileges, such as

exporting cattle without a licence or harbouring a

criminal. By custom the Great Enquest might also

settle boundary disputes between land holders.Two

Deemsters, from 'the best and the most ancient

families' were the authorities on common law and had

to be Manx speakers as it was the language of most

people.

The Lords held the Isle of Man from the King or

Queen of England, renewable at the monarch's

coronation, and owned all the land, over which they

held many rights and privileges.They had the right to

appoint the Bishop of Sodor and Man and parish

priests, and had considerable control over the Church

if they chose to use it.
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The Kings and

Lords of Mann

In 1406 when the Stanley family

was granted the Isle of Man by

King Henry IV of England, Sir John

Stanley took the title King John I.

By the sixteenth century the title

of King fell into disuse with

Thomas III (1504-21) using both

King and Lord of Man and the Isles

in a document of 1505, although by

then it was a title commonly used

only in the Isle of Man.

Before 1485 the Stanleys had risen

in the English nobility from Knights

to Barons, and in that year the title

Earl of Derby was awarded by

Henry VII to Thomas II of Mann.

The family provided many able

soldiers and statesmen who proved

valuable to their monarchs' causes

in battle and government.

Thomas Stanley K.G.,

2nd Lord Stanley, 1st Earl of

Derby,Thomas II of Mann.

(1433- 1504)

Sir Thomas lived in difficult times as the Wars of the

Roses were in progress for much of his lifetime. He

was a commander in the army of Edward IV and

remained loyal to his son Edward V. When Richard III

secured the English throne he was keen to secure

Thomas's loyalty, but in the Battle of Bosworth, 1485, it

seems likely that Sir Thomas, who was present at the

battle in command of up to five thousand soldiers,

took no active part in the fighting. Sir Thomas' second

wife, Margaret Beaufort was the widowed mother of

Henry Tudor, and he was probably reluctant to fight

against his step-son. His brother Sir William Stanley's

intervention did help to secure victory for Henry

Tudor as it led to Richard III's death in battle. Folk

tradition claims that Thomas gained possession of

Richard III's crown and offered it to Henry on the

battlefield. Certainly Henry awarded him the title of

Earl of Derby in that year and in 1486 he was made

Constable of England for life.There is no definite

record of any visit to the Isle of Man, although he may

have used the Island as a base from which to attack

Galloway in 1457.



CASTLE RUSHEN IN THE 16TH CENTURY

7

Thomas Stanley, 3rd Lord Stanley,

2nd Earl of Derby,Thomas III of

Mann (1484- 1521)

As his father had died in 1497,Thomas succeeded his

grandfather in 1504 as King of Mann. He was a

successful military commander in the armies of Henry

VII and Henry VIII. In the Manx Traditionary Ballad it

states:

"Then came Thomas Derby, born King,

'Twas he that wore the golden crupper,

There was not one Lord in England itself

With so many knee -guinea men coming 

in his country.

...In one thousand five hundred and seven

And it was in the month of May,

He came on shore at Derbyhaven

And put a full end to the commotion of

the public.

Such a house as he kept himself,

For a King or down to a low degree,

People never saw for countless years,

Neither will again in our day."

The extract gives some idea of Thomas's status and his

role in the armed forces of England. His brother also

sent a small force to help fight against the Scots at the

Battle of Flodden Field (1513) and his uncle, Edward

Stanley, was regarded as the victor of the battle.

Thomas paid a visit to the Isle of Man in 1507.We

don't know what the 'commotion of the public' in the

Ballad refers to, but in 1504, on his succession, an

enquest was undertaken by his senior officials in Mann

to determine details of his traditional rights and

privileges in Manx law.

Thomas continued to be in favour at the courts of

Henry VII and Henry VIII, assisting Henry VIII's

successful expedition against France in 1513 at the

Battle of the Spurs and in 1520, when Henry VIII and

the Emperor Charles V (uncle of Henry's Queen,

Catherine) met at Canterbury, he rode between them

holding the sword of state. He and his wife Anne also

attended the meeting with Francis I of France at the

Field of the Cloth of Gold that year.
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Edward Stanley, K.G., 4th Lord

Stanley, 3rd Earl of Derby, Lord of

Mann (1509-1572)

Edward was thirteen when his father died and his

affairs were managed by guardians until he reached his

majority. His mother disputed his right to the Isle of

Man but her claim was rejected. He was both soldier

and statesman, and was honoured by Henry VIII and his

son Edward VI for his services. He kept royal favour in

the reigns of Queen Mary and Queen Elizabeth I, no

mean achievement in times of shifting religious

loyalties. He was reputed to be against some of the

major changes in religion in his lifetime, although he

was one of the signatories of Henry VIII's declaration

to Pope Clement VII that his supremacy in England

would be questioned if he did not agree to the divorce

of Henry and Queen Catherine. Edward was head of a

great family, one of the wealthiest in England, who held

land and titles in Lancashire and Cheshire, as well as

the Isle of Man. His charitable generosity and his

meticulous housekeeping, which included setting up a

Commission to look into and prevent "great Waste

that hathe been made in the Castle (Rushen), and in

the Peele, in bread, fuell, candles, and other things,"

were both well known.

Henry Stanley, K.G., 5th Lord

Stanley, 4th Earl of Derby, Lord of

Mann (1531- 1593)

Queen Elizabeth I showed favour to Henry Stanley

who became a Privy Councillor in 1585 and was

appointed to be on the Commission to try Mary,

Queen of Scots in 1586. In 1588 he led negotiations

for peace with Spain, although they broke down by

mid-June, to be followed by the Armada in July. In the

next year he became Lord High Steward. He paid two

visits to the Isle of Man where it is recorded that he

attended Tynwald Courts.

Ferdinando Stanley, 6th Lord

Stanley, 5th Earl of Derby, Lord of

Mann (1559- 1594)

Ferdinando ruled the Isle of Man in his own right for

less than a year.After his death with no male heirs

there was a dispute between his daughters and his

younger brother William over the Isle of Man, which

was not finally settled until 1609.The administration of

the Island was then the responsibility of the English

Crown, with both Elizabeth I and James I appointing

Governors and Administrators until William Stanley

and his wife Elizabeth de la Vere took over ruling the

Island in 1612.
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Life in Castle Rushen

There are records of the Castle’s household which

give us some idea of life there, as, although visits

from its owners were few, they kept control over

income and expenditure. On the occasions of visits

by the Stanleys there were extra preparations made

for their comfort.When Thomas II visited in 1507 his

lavish household impressed the unknown writer of

the Traditionary Ballad. Spring cleaning on a grand

scale would have been carried out, with walls being

lime washed, wall hangings created to improve the

bare rooms, fresh rush matting laid down, logs

chopped and dried turves stacked to ensure warmth,

furniture moved in to the Lord’s private rooms, fine

tableware brought over to the Island for his use, and

food supplies brought in to ensure that his table

provided the best of local and imported food and

drink as befitted his status.
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The Castle’s staff would be supplemented by

the Lord’s personal retainers.
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Running the Household

For day to day running of the Castle there is evidence

such as Edward Stanley's 1561 Commission's Book of

Orders which gives the allowances for the Captain:

"...a Loaf of Bread, a Gallon of Beere, two candles in

Sumer, and three in Winter, and reasonable in Fuell

every Night for his Chamber, within the House (Castle

Rushen) 3 Men, one Page, 3 Horses at Hay, and twenty

Bowles Oates at the Lord his Price."

The Receivers' provision for the Castles was detailed:

"The Receivers shall buy nothing for Provision of the

said Houses without Consent of the Captaine,

Comptroller or their Deputyes, and they by their

Consents may provide such Things as shall be for the

Lord's most Proffitt."

Garrison soldiers' lives were regulated too, including

their leisure activities, in order to cut down

unnecessary spending:

"that no Soldier.....shall keep any Greyhound, Hound, or

Spaniel, within the said Houses (Castles Rushen and

Peel), or elsewhere within the said Island, except he

hath Lycence of the Captaine, and bound that the said

Dogge shall not come within the said Houses upon

pain of every time so offending xijd (12 pennies)

The poorer people were not forgotten:

"That my Lord's Almes be distributed at the Gates, and

that noe Pookes nor Baggs be allowed."

The Isle of Man seems to have been fairly treated by

the Stanleys in the sixteenth century, given the customs

and practices of the period, when royalty and nobility

had great power over the lands they owned and their

inhabitants, and when warfare within the British Isles

and Ireland and other areas of Europe made the Island

an inviting target for those unhappy with the power of

English monarchs and their followers.
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Keys:Twenty four 'worthy' members, four from each

sheading, which, together with the Lord's Council,

made up the Tynwald Court

Sheadings: six administrative land divisions of the Isle

of Man, comprising Rushen, Middle, Garff, Glenfaba,

Michael, and Ayre

Further Reading

The Lordship of Man under the Stanleys:

Government and Economy in the Isle of Man 

1580 - 1704

J.R. Dickinson, 1996

Printed by Cambridge University Press 

ISBN 1-85936-037-8

The Earls of Derby 1485 - 1985

J.J. Bagley, 1985

Printed by Anchor Brendon Ltd.

ISBN 0-283-99152-6

Crupper: a strap from the back of a saddle that

passes under a horse's tail

Knee-guinea men: retainers who have accepted a fee

for loyalty
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